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Course Description 
This is an essential course for anyone who has a high view of Scripture and 
believes that it is the primary authority for all Christians. This is a study of the 
principles of interpretation and application of the Bible. Attention is given to 
students developing a clearly defined framework for interpreting the Bible that is 
biblically and theologically grounded, spiritually sensitive, critically aware and 
practically relevant.  
 
The course will in person with an option to live stream for those who qualify. 
 
DPT Course (OT 5P1070/NT 5P1100) 
DPT students who wish to take Biblical Interpretation as an advanced elective 
will contact the professor (westfal@mcmaster.ca) and together we will design a syllabus that fits your 
overall focus so that it will directly contribute to your practice-led research project. 
 
Specializations 
This course is an elective for specializations in Biblical Studies (BS), Pastoral Studies and is an 
appropriate elective for all other specializations given that MDC affirms Scripture as the standard for 
Christian faith, life and teaching. 
 
Biblical Studies (BS) 
Students taking Biblical Interpretation as a Biblical Studies (BS) course will build the core skills that they 
need for the specialization as most assignments are based on them. This is the course that introduces you 
to the foundational exegetical tools of biblical scholarship. It introduces you to the major critical methods 
of contemporary biblical scholarship, and teaches you how to develop exegetically responsible material 
for writing, teaching or preaching.  

mailto:westfal@mcmaster.ca
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Pastoral Studies (PS) 
Students taking Biblical Interpretation as a Pastoral Studies (PS) course will develop the essential skills 
for reading the Bible as well as researching and creating Bible studies and biblical sermons. They will 
also learn the principles of responsible biblical interpretation in order to establish or develop their biblical 
basis for leadership strategies, a coherent worldview, ethical decisions and Christian principles and 
values. 
 
As an Elective 
All students are encouraged to take Biblical Interpretation as a course elective. They will benefit from 
learning the skills needed to read and interpret the Bible which evangelicals hold as authoritative for faith 
and practice. All will benefit from working on the biblical foundation of a coherent worldview, from the 
engagement with other hermeneutics and from learning to spot exegetical fallacies that may be damaging 
to the individual or the community of faith. 

  
Course Objectives– Through reading, lectures, discussion and assignments the following goals are set 
for the student: 
Knowing 

• Describe sound guidelines for reading and interpreting Scripture 
• Discuss common fallacies of interpretation  
• Summarize the types of literature in the Bible, and how they affect interpretation 
• Recognize a variety of methods by which the Bible has been interpreted 
• Discuss principles for applying the Bible to life, ministry and thought 

 
Being 

• Be habitually challenged and changed by the reading and study of the Bible. 
• Become an informed and responsible interpreter of the Bible. 
• Be a critical thinker in the process of the constant evaluation of interpretation 
• Be one who values Scripture deeply 

 
Doing 

• Make specific applications of the Bible to your ministry and/or spiritual formation 
• Listen and read criticallyàIdentify fallacies of interpretation  
• Apply biblical interpretation in a way that is relevant to your specialization 

 
Course Requirements  

 
Class Participation (15%)  
Student attendance and participation in interactive lectures and class and group discussions and activities 
is expected. Participation in online discussions is voluntary but encouraged and counts as participation. 
See Classroom Behavior: Attendance for a full explanation of the class policy. 
 
Reading (10%)    
Read the course texts and the selected Old and New Testament texts, preferably before the in-class 
sessions. 100% will receive the value of an A with equivalent adjustments for lower percentages. 
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Course Textbooks 
For the course texts, there are three tracks to choose from for the course reading that best correspond to 
your needs and your specific areas of specialization. You are responsible to set your reading schedule to 
match the topics covered in class. 
 

Counselling, Elective (Interpretative skills for the Christian life)  
The texts reflect a general introduction to Biblical interpretation and guidelines for 
responsible reading, interpretation and application of Scripture. 
Gorman, Michael J. Elements of Biblical Exegesis: A Basic Guide for Students and  

Ministers. Revised and Expanded Edition. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2009 (302 pp.). 
Brauch, Manfred. Abusing Scripture: The Consequences of Misreading the Bible.  

Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2009 (294 pp.). 
 

Pastoral Studies, Biblical Studies or Elective (foundational skills for teaching and preaching) 
While all students are encouraged to read Gorman and Brauch (above), this text is the 
standard evangelical text for exegesis in preparation for preaching and teaching. 
Klein, William, Craig L. Blomberg, and Robert L. Hubbard. Introduction to Biblical  

Interpretation. 3rd ed. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2017 (707 pp.). 
 

Biblical Studies (advanced research) 
For the BS student who already is proficient in writing an exegetical paper and plans to 
do a thesis or pursue an academic degree. The texts reflect the multi-faceted discipline of 
exegesis and methodologies.  
Gorman, Michael J. Elements of Biblical Exegesis: A Basic Guide for Students and 

Ministers. Revised and Expanded Edition. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2009 (302 
pp.). 

 Choose one of the following texts (OT or NT) 
Baker, David W. & Arnold, Bill T. The Face of Old Testament Studies. Grand  

Rapids: Baker, 1999 (512 pp.). 
Green, Joel.  Hearing the New Testament: Strategies for Interpretation. Grand Rapids:  

Eerdmans, 2010 (440 pp.). 
 

Readings in the Bible 
Old Testament 

Narrative: Genesis 
Narrative + Law: Exodus 
Poetry:  
 Lament: Psalms 22, 136 
 Thanksgiving: Psalms 116 
 Royal: Psalms 93, 110 
 Salvation History: Psalms 98 
 Praise: Psalms 89, 132 
Prophecy: Isaiah, Jonah, Hosea 
Prophecy+narrative+apocalyptic: Daniel  

 
New Testament 

Narrative: Luke-Acts 
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Epistles 
 Group: Romans, Galatians, Philippians 
 Personal: Philemon, 2 Timothy 
 Homiletic: Hebrews, James 
Apocalyptic+Epistle+Prophecy: Revelation 
 

If you complete 100% of the reading, you may choose one extra credit reading for all specializations 
(+5%):  
 

Hwang, Jerry. Contextualization and the Old Testament: Between Asian and Western  
Perspectives. Logia 1. Carlisle, Cumbria: Langham Global Library, 2022. 
 

Johns, Cheryl Bridges. Re-enchanting the Text: Discovering the Bible as Sacred, Dangerous,  
and Mysterious. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1923. 

 
McCaulley, Esau. Reading While Black: African American Biblical Interpretation as an Exercise  

in Hope. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2020. 
 
Richards, Randolph E. Misreading Scripture with Individualist Eyes: Patronage, Honor, and 

Shame in the Biblical World. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2020. 
 
Roth, Federico Alfredo, et al. Reading the Bible Around the World: A Student’s Guide to Global  

Hermeneutics. Downers Grove: IVP Academic, 2022. 
 
Reading Report (10%) 
On Friday, December 18 by 11:59 p.m., each student will submit a reading report to A2L for the Bible 
and text reading. Submit a PDF with your name and the total percentage of the completed reading. If you 
read a book for extra credit, write down the title. 
 
Written Assignments 
All written assignments must be submitted in order to pass. 
 
There will be two assignments for each student. The first is a paper that reflects the area of 
specialization and the second is a project that makes a suitable contribution to the student’s 
portfolio. Submit all assignments in PDF form to A2L in the designated folder under 
Assignments. 
 
Written assignment for Specializations, (40%) 
Due 11:59 pm, Friday, Nov 13. Indicate your choice of written assignment on A2L on Friday, 
September 25. 
 
All stylistic considerations (including but not limited to questions of formatting, footnotes, and 
bibliographic references) must conform to the McMaster Divinity College Style Guidelines for Essays 
and Theses: 
https://avenue.cllmcmaster.ca/d2l/le/content/710143/Home?itemIdentifier=D2L.LE.Content.ContentObje
ct.ModuleCO-5215382    
Failure to observe appropriate format and style will result in grade reductions.  
 

https://avenue.cllmcmaster.ca/d2l/le/content/710143/Home?itemIdentifier=D2L.LE.Content.ContentObject.ModuleCO-5215382
https://avenue.cllmcmaster.ca/d2l/le/content/710143/Home?itemIdentifier=D2L.LE.Content.ContentObject.ModuleCO-5215382
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1. Biblical Interpretation for the Christian Life: Scripture Twisting Journal 
Each student is required to keep a “journal” with 10 total entries, where they identify a 
significant abuse of biblical interpretation and/or application that they have observed—some 
cases can be from past experience, but the students should also be particularly alert to 
“Scripture twisting” that they encounter during the course.   
Submit your first entry on A2L for feedback on Friday, October 2. 

 
Remember the priority is biblical interpretation, meaning that each entry should focus on a 
(mis)interpretation of a particular Bible verse or passage. Avoid addressing theological 
issues/topics. Do not include comics, etc., that are intended to be puns or wordplay (ie. Eve is 
tempted by an Apple computer). 

 
The contexts where you observe biblical interpretation can range from children, friends and 
family to the pew, the pulpit, and scholarly journals as well as popular media.  
 
Format of Scripture Twisting Journal (with subheadings) 

• Identify the use of Scripture. 
• Describe the situation/conversation where you state how the Scripture is interpreted 

and/or misapplied. 
• Explain what is wrong with the use of Scripture 
• Explain a better approach to understanding the passage, researching and footnoting 

your sources (see MDC Style Guide) utilizing a minimum of at least 1 academic 
commentary per entry with a minimum of 3 academic sources per entry—attempt to 
look at different commentaries of the best quality for each entry to become acquainted 
with available resources. Include a bibliography (see MDC Style Guide) of all the sources 
that you have used at the end of the journal. 

 
See example and rubric on A2L for grading criteria  

 
2. Pastoral Studies, Biblical Studies: Exegetical Paper 

Writing an exegetical paper involves learning and utilizing the core skills of interpretation. With 
this option, each student will write a type of exegetical paper which is the traditional seminary 
assignment that teaches preparation for an exegetical sermon or a Bible Study. 
 
Length & style: it should be approximately 5,000 words (about 15 pages of text) excluding 
footnotes and bibliography. For all matters of style and form, see the MDC Style Guide. There 
should be a minimum of 15 good quality sources used in the footnotes and bibliography. For all 
other matters, follow the “Steps to Exegesis,” including the subheadings. 

 
Approach:  

• Choose a text from the Old Testament or New Testament according to the course you 
registered for. It must be a cohesive unit, of 12–15 verses.  

• Detailed instructions (“Steps to Exegesis”) will be placed on A2L, as well as discussed in 
class. 

 
Submit your choice of passage to A2L by Friday, 11:59 pm, October 2. 
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See rubric on A2L for grading criteria  
 
3. Biblical Studies: Research Paper 

This option is for the student who has already done an exegetical paper, is proficient with the 
basic tools, and wants to explore other methodologies. For a research paper, each student will 
select and apply an exegetical methodology to a text in the OT or NT (a cohesive unit of 10–15 
verses), guided in the selection and application of methodology by the course texts (Gorman and 
Green or Baker & Arnold).  

 
Length & style: It should be approximately 5000 words (about 15 pages) of text, excluding 
footnotes and bibliography. For all matters of style and form, see the MDC Style Guide.  
There should be a minimum of 15 good academic sources which are current in 
scholarship used in the footnotes and bibliography  

 
Submit your choice of topic or passage to A2L by Friday, 11:59 pm, October 2. 
 
See rubric for grading criteria. It is also strongly recommended that you watch the PowerPoint 
presentation on “Writing a Research Paper” available on A2L and discuss your methodology 
and passage personally with the professor. 

 
Portfolio Project (35%) 
Due 4:00 pm, Monday, December 14. 
 
Utilize the course texts, lectures and the written assignment in your area of specialization as well as 
additional research to produce a project that applies and practices biblical interpretation that you will 
include in your portfolio: a creative application, the design of a worship service, liturgy, or a sermon, 
teaching, applied spiritual formation, or the research of a relevant topic or a project appropriate for 
your life and/or ministry in other ways. 
 
Submit a paragraph description of your project on A2L on Friday, November 20 by 11:59 p.m. 
 
Length & style: if written, the project should be no more than 3,000 words about 12 pages) of text, 
excluding footnotes and bibliography. For all matters of style and form, see the Mac Style Guide.  
 
Approach:  
In your introduction, identity and profile your target audience. The approach to your projects will largely 
be determined by the application you choose. Creativity is encouraged.  
 
If your project is an artifact, it should be somewhat comparable in time and effort to a 12 pg. research 
paper. The student must provide an exegetical explanation (approximately 2–5 pages) of how it aligns 
with the course together with footnotes and a bibliography that demonstrate the research behind the 
project). Marking will be based on:  

• The expression of the biblical message/content, the content and focus of the course and depth of 
research 

• The quality of the medium 
• Appropriateness for the target groups 
• The calculated effort expended 
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Marking will be based on: 

• How the message and content utilizes and applies Scripture and the principles of biblical 
interpretation studied in the course as the primary goal, and research. Sermons, Bible studies, 
devotionals, etc., are always appropriate and should be submitted in a written form. You may 
choose to design an artifact: an art project, poetry or song, but in that case, you must also submit a 
written detailed description of exactly how your artifact utilizes, interprets and applies Scripture 
and the principles of biblical interpretation of the course. 

• The appropriateness of the project for the identified target group, particularly in the use of 
Scripture and biblical interpretation. 

• The quality and proficient use of the medium 
• The estimated effort expended on the project (it should be nearly equal to the effort of a 12 pg. 

exegetical paper).  
 
Grading Summary 

Ø Participation  15% 
Ø Reading  10%     
Ø Written assignment 40% 
Ø Project   35% 

  
All assignments must be completed by 11:59 p.m., December 18, to receive a passing grade.  
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Biblical Interpretation Streams 
Do not “Mix and Match” 

 
Programs/ 
Specializations 

Counselling, Elective 
 
 

Interpretive Skills for 
the Christian Life 

 

Pastoral Studies, 
Biblical Studies, 

Elective 
 

Foundational Skills for 
Teaching/Preaching 

Biblical Studies, those 
who have studied 

exegesis 
 

Advanced Research 
 

Reading Gorman, Michael J. 
Elements of Biblical 
Exegesis 
 
Brauch, Manfred. Abusing 
Scripture: The 
Consequences of 
Misreading the Bible 
 
All readings in the Bible 

Klein, William, Craig L. 
Blomberg, and Robert L. 
Hubbard. Introduction to 
Biblical Interpretation. 

 
All readings in the Bible 

Gorman, Michael J. 
Elements of Biblical 
Exegesis 
 
Choose OT or NT: 
Baker, David W. & 
Arnold, Bill T. The 
Face of Old Testament 
Studies. 
 
Green, Joel.  Hearing 
the New Testament: 
Strategies for 
Interpretation 
 
All readings in the Bible 

Written  
Assignment 

Content must reflect the 
course you signed up for 
(OT or NT) 
 
Scripture Twisting Journal 
 

Content must reflect the 
course you signed up for 
(OT or NT) 
 
Exegetical Paper 

Content must reflect 
the course you signed 
up for (OT or NT) 
 
Research Paper 

Portfolio  
Project 

Content must reflect the 
course you signed up for 
(OT or NT) 
 

Content must reflect the 
course you signed up for 
(OT or NT) 
 

Content must reflect 
the course you signed 
up for (OT or NT) 
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Textbooks and Materials 
Required: See Course Textbooks above 

 
Recommended 
The IVP Bible Dictionary Series (4 vols.) 
Walton, John H., et al. The IVP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament. Downer’s  

Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2000. 
Keener, Craig. IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament. 2nd ed; Downer’s  

Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2014. 
 

Classroom Behavior 
In Class Attendance 
• Students who are registered to be in-person do not have the option to livestream. The only 

exceptions will be in cases of illness or emergency with the professor’s permission. 
• Students should be on time to class or on site. If there are any issues, e-mail an explanation to the 

professor (copy GA Namhyo Kim: kimn34@mcmaster.ca in advance. 
• Students are expected to stay for the entire class session, unless arranged in advance. Partial 

attendance will be counted as an absence. 
 
Participation 
• Please respect the opinions of others without disrespect or ridicule, even if you do not agree with 

them. However, feel free to respond logically and critically in an orderly manner. 
• Students are not expected to be doing work on any other subject except what is appropriate in the 

course outline. 
• Students are not to carry on off-topic conversations in class or while they are livestreaming. 
• Students are not to access e-mail, take or make phone calls, send or receive text messages, surf 

the net, etc., while class is in session. 
• Students may eat or drink in class if they do not distract others and they clean up their desks. 
Academic Integrity & AI Usage  
• All work submitted must be your own. Use of generative AI tools (e.g., ChatGPT, Copilot, etc.) is 

prohibited for all assignments, discussions, and assessments unless explicitly authorized by the 
instructor.  

• Violations of this policy will be treated as academic misconduct under institutional guidelines.  
 
Privacy  
• Class sessions may be recorded for educational purposes and shared only with enrolled students. 

Recordings must not be distributed outside the course.  
• Respect the privacy of peers: do not share images, voices, or contributions outside the class 

environment.  
 
Live Streaming 
 
Technology Requirements 

• A reliable internet connection (tested before class time),  
• A device with audio and video capability 
• The correct video conferencing platform installed (e.g., Zoom, Teams). 

 

mailto:kimn34@mcmaster.ca
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Webcam & Environment 
• Students must keep their microphones muted except when speaking to minimize 

background noise. 
• Students must keep their webcams on throughout the class session. 
• Students must dress appropriately. 
• Students must ensure their surroundings are free from unnecessary distractions. 

Professional virtual backgrounds are permitted. 
 
Absence Policy 
General 
More than 2 absences may result in a penalty. More than 4 absences will result in a failure of the course. 
• 2 absences allow leeway in challenges due to issues such as illness, weather, and power outages. 

Students are expected to get the information they missed from A2L and peers. 
• After 2 absences there will be a 5% penalty for the next absence. However, in special cases such as 

illness the penalty may be waived.  
• 4 absences constitute more than 30% of the course and will result in the failure of the course 

regardless of the nature of the challenges.  
 
 
Students who fail to respect these guidelines may lose participation points impacting their grade and/or be 
dismissed from the class. 
 
Late Assignments lose 2% each day for 7 days, and then 5% a day up to 30%. However, no assignments 
will be accepted after 11:59 p.m., December 18. 
 
Bookstore  
All required textbooks for this class are available from the Hurlburt Family Bookstore located beside the 
entrance to the Nathaniel H. Parker Memorial Chapel of McMaster Divinity College. To purchase in 
advance, you may contact the bookstore manager, Bernice Quek, by phone at 416.620.2934 or 
416.668.3434 (mobile); or by email at books@readon.ca. The Hurlburt Family Bookstore also carries 
other books and merchandise and is open throughout the academic year during posted hours. 
 
Academic Honesty 
Academic dishonesty consists of misrepresenting the authorship or ownership of written work 
through deception or other fraudulent means. In an academic setting this may include copying or 
using unauthorized aids during tests or examinations; plagiarism, that is, presenting another 
person’s (or generative AI’s) words, ideas, data, or creative work as one’s own without 
appropriate acknowledgement and citation; or submitting work for credit in more than one 
course without instructor permission. 
A special note about Generative AI: Students are expected to do their own thinking and write 
their own papers and assignments. Generative AI is not to be used to do this work. The use of AI 
to produce content that is then submitted as though it were the student's own work constitutes 
plagiarism and is a violation of the Academic Honesty Policy. While AI tools may be used to 
correct errors in English grammar, usage, and mechanics, Generative AI must not be used to 
translate assignments from a student's native language into English. All degree programs at 
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MDC are taught in the English language. Students are expected to be sufficiently proficient in 
English to engage fully in academic discourse in these programs. 
 
AODA  
In accordance with the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act (AODA), McMaster 
Divinity College (MDC) is committed to supporting a learning environment that is inclusive and 
accessible to all students, including those with disabilities. Students who require academic 
accommodations to participate fully in this course must register with Student Accessibility 
Services (SAS) (https://sas.mcmaster.ca/) of McMaster University. SAS will work directly with 
the MDC Registrar to ensure reasonably appropriate accommodations are in place. Students with 
accommodations must use the SAS portal to activate the accommodations relevant to each 
course at the start of each term in which they are enrolled. Please note that accommodations must 
be requested in advance to allow sufficient time for implementation. Accommodations are not 
retroactive and will not be applied to coursework or activities that have already concluded. 
Contact Information: 

• Student Accessibility Services General Inquiries: sas@mcmaster.ca 
• Roksana Sobota (SAS Representative for MDC): sobotar@mcmaster.ca 
• MDC Registrar: mdcreg@mcmaster.ca 

Gender Inclusive Language  
McMaster Divinity College uses inclusive language for human beings in worship services, 
student written materials, and all its publications. It is expected that student will use inclusive 
language in all MDC assignments. When referencing biblical texts, students should preserve the 
integrity of the original expressions and the names of God while using gender-inclusive language 
when referring to human beings. Biblical quotations should be taken from a gender-inclusive 
translation such as: NRSVue (2022), NIV (2011), CEB (2011), NLT (1996), or CEV (1995).  

Hurlburt Family Bookstore  
All required and recommended books for this class are available from the Hurlburt Family 
Bookstore located beside the entrance to the Nathaniel H. Parker Memorial Chapel of McMaster 
Divinity College. To purchase in advance, students may contact the bookstore manager, Bernice 
Quek, by phone at 416.620.2934 or 416.668.3434 (mobile); or by email at books@readon.ca. 
The Hurlburt Family Bookstore also carries other books and merchandise and is open throughout 
the academic year during posted hours. 
 
College Style for Submission of Written Work  
All stylistic considerations (including but not limited to questions of formatting, footnotes, and 
bibliographic references) must conform to the McMaster Divinity College Press Style Guide 
https://mcmasterdivinity.ca/resources-forms/mdc-style-guide/ 
Failure to observe appropriate form will result in grade reductions.  
 
Failure to observe appropriate form will result in grade reductions.  
 
Appointments & office hours 
Monday 12–2 

https://sas.mcmaster.ca/
mailto:sas@mcmaster.ca
mailto:sobotar@mcmaster.ca
mailto:mdcreg@mcmaster.ca
https://cac-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/books@readon.ca
https://mcmasterdivinity.ca/resources-forms/mdc-style-guide/
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Tuesday 1–2 
Wednesday 11-1 
 
Appointments in person or on zoom can be arranged. 
 
Disclaimer 

This syllabus is the property of the instructor and is prepared with currently available information. The 
instructor reserves the right to make changes and revisions up to and including the first day.



 

 

13 

13 

COURSE SCHEDULE Biblical Interpretation 2026 
 

 
DATE CLASS SESSION 
Sept 14 Introduction to course  

Introduction: Identifying fallacies/Scripture Twisting 
 

Sept 21 Fallacies cont./The goal and activities of interpretation 
*Specify your choice of journal, exegetical paper or research paper 
on A2L on Friday, Sept 25 
 

Sept 28 
 

The process of writing an exegetical paper 
*Bring an example of Scripture Twisting to class written in a 
paragraph, Sept 28: 
* Turn in draft of 1st journal entry on A2L 
Or submit your paper topic or exegetical passage Friday, Oct 2 
 

Oct 5 The process of writing an exegetical paper 
 

Oct 12 MDC Reading Week  
 

Oct 19 Interpreting & applying Narratives/Stories 
 

Oct 26 
 

Interpreting & applying the NT Epistles 
Each student bring at least 1 example of a letter to class (goal: variety) 
 

Nov 2 
 

Interpreting & applying the Law and Prophecy  
 

Nov 9 Interpreting & applying Poetry 
Written Papers due 11:59 p.m. Nov 13 
 

Nov 16 The Canon and translations 
Watch Video on A2L (ETS Conference in Dever) 
Submit a paragraph description of your project on A2L Nov 20 
 

Nov 23 The History of interpretation 
Watch Video on A2L (SBL Conference in Denver) 
 

Nov 30 Recent Approaches and Methodologies 
Watch Video on A2L (SBL Conference in Boston) 
 

Dec 7 Role of the Interpreter 

Dec 14 Projects submitted on A2L by 2 p.m. Dec 14 
Presentations of projects in class 
Reading Reports due Dec 18 
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