
 
Teaching Philosophy: 

 
To foster a theologically rich, text-centred environment based on the conviction that Scripture is 
God’s living Word, speaking into the life of the Church today.  To critically explore the Bible 
together as a unified story, centred on Christ and situated within God's redemptive mission. 
 
 

Description: 

“When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he relented and did not 
bring on them the destruction he had threatened. But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he 
became angry.” Jonah 3:10-4:1 (NIV, 2011).  Why is there a book of Jonah, and what should it 
do to its readers and hearers? Jonah is one of the most distinctive books in the prophets of the 
Old Testament. Unlike most, it is a carefully shaped narrative about a prophet, his message, his 
resistance, and the surprising mercy of God. Jonah’s recorded words are few, and many of them 
express frustration or theological tension rather than prophetic boldness. The book raises 
searching questions about the character of God, the scandal of divine compassion, the exposure 
of religious self-interest, and the mission of God toward the nations. 

Students in this course will examine the book in its historical, canonical, and prophetic contexts, 
attending closely to its narrative, rhetoric, theology, and its place within the Book of the Twelve. 
Attention will be given to the key themes, including judgment and mercy, justice and 
forgiveness, prophetic obedience and prophetic resistance, covenant identity and God’s concern 
for the nations. Because this is a preaching course, students will move from interpretation to 
proclamation, and engage key questions in contemporary homiletics, with a focus on the 
proclamation of Christ from the Old Testament within a canonical and redemptive framework.  
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Specializations:   
 

Biblical Studies, Pastoral Studies 
 
 

Objectives:  

 
 
Knowing 
•  demonstrate a solid knowledge of the book of Jonah, including its structure, message, major 
themes, and theological tensions 
•  explain Jonah in its literary, prophetic, historical, and canonical contexts 
•  identify major interpretive and preaching issues in Jonah, including questions of genre, satire, 
prophecy, repentance, justice, mercy, and God’s concern for the nations 
•  show how Jonah contributes to the theology of the Old Testament and to the church’s reading 
of Scripture as a whole 
•  understand key principles for preaching Old Testament narrative faithfully and theologically, 
with a view to revealing the work of Jesus Christ 
 
Being 
•  grow in humility before the searching message of Jonah and the character of the God Jonah 
resists 
•  reflect on how Jonah exposes the preacher’s own heart, motives, prejudices, and resistance to 
divine mercy 
•  deepen a pastoral and theological commitment to preach the Word of God with careful 
attention to the text, and with courage and compassion 
•  receive Jonah as Scripture that addresses and forms the preacher 
 
Doing 
•  prepare sermons on Jonah that are exegetically responsible and pastorally alert, especially 
from a redemptive-historical perspective 
•  move from a close reading of the biblical text to sermon form in a way that serves the church 
faithfully 
•  preach Jonah clearly and compellingly in ways appropriate to contemporary hearers 
•  deliver at least two sermons from Jonah that are both preached and heard within the course 
context, and reflect critically with class on the experience of proclaiming and hearing the text 



•  engage feedback in order to strengthen clarity, faithfulness, delivery, and pastoral 
effectiveness in preaching 
 
 

Course Resources: 
 

Required Texts 
 
For Jonah: Nixon, Rosemary. The Message of Jonah: Presence in the Storm. Rev. ed. The Bible 
Speaks Today. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2024. 

 

 
 
For Preaching: Chapell, Bryan. Christ-Centered Preaching: Redeeming the Expository Sermon. 
3rd ed. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2018. 
 

 
 
 
Recommended Texts 
 
For Jonah: Timmer, Daniel C. A Gracious and Compassionate God: Mission, Salvation and 
Spirituality in the Book of Jonah. New Studies in Biblical Theology.  Downers Grove, IL: IVP 
Academic, 2011. 
 
For Preaching: Greidanus, Sidney. Preaching Christ from the Old Testament: A Contemporary 
Hermeneutical Method. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999.  
 
 
 
 
 
         

Assignment Weights: 
 

A.  Weekly engagement, preparation, participation, peer assessment 20% 



B. Exegetical-theological paper on Jonah for preaching   30% 
C. One sermon on a section of Jonah 1-2    25% 
D. One sermon on a section of Jonah 3-4    25% 
          100% 

 
 

Course Assignments: 
 

A. Weekly engagement, preparation, participation, peer assessment  20% 
 
This includes being present in class in-person or camera-on online, having done the readings, 
contributing to discussion, and coming ready to engage in recorded sermons of peers 
according to the assessment guide provided in APPENDIX C. 1.5% per class 
 

B. Exegetical-theological paper on Jonah for preaching   30% 

Develop a short M.Div./MATM level paper that offers a careful exegetical and theological 
study of one passage from Jonah, or a major theme within the book, with a view to Christian 
preaching. The paper should show close attention to the biblical text in its literary, historical, 
and canonical context, interact with at least 8 scholarly sources published after 2005, and 
identify the passage’s theological message for the church. Students should move beyond raw 
exegesis to reflect on how the text functions as Christian Scripture and how it may be 
preached faithfully and Christologically today.  2000 words including bibliography.  
Formatted to the MDC Style Guide. 

Assessment matrix: 

Criteria Description Weight 
1.  Clear structure and 
argument   

Carried out as introduction with thesis, body with clear 
points and counter points, meaningful conclusion   25% 

2. Engagement with text Close reading of the biblical text using current approaches 25% 

3. Engagement scholarship Clear awareness and interaction with scholarly voices 25% 

4.  Writing Quality Academic in tone, free from grammar and spelling errors. 
Flows logically between sections.   10% 

5. Presentation Follows MDC style guide. 15% 

 

C. One sermon on a section of Jonah 1-2     25% 

Prepare, preach, and upload one videod sermon on a passage from Jonah 1-2, assigned by the 
instructor. Demonstrate careful exegesis, clear structure, theological depth, and faithful 
movement from the Old Testament text to Christian proclamation. Display sensitivity to the 
literary shape of the passage, its place within the book of Jonah, and its significance within 



the wider canon of Scripture. Explain the text accurately and deliver it pastorally and 
persuasively for the life of the church.  

A written sermon manuscript or detailed outline, along with a short summary of the main idea 
of the sermon, the redemptive-historical/Christological move and the intended application is 
required along with the recording.   

For assessment see guide in APPENDIX C.  Each section equal weight.  See Course Schedule 
for due date. 

D. One sermon on a section from Jonah 3-4     25% 

This is the same assignment as above, except the student will use a passage from Jonah 3-4, 
assigned by the instructor. See Course Schedule for due date. 

 

Course Schedule (subject to change): 
 

Week Date Topics Readings Work Due 

1  
Why Jonah? Sept. 16 

• Course introduction, aims 
• Why use Jonah? Canon? 
• Why preach OT? How? 

Christian Scripture? 
• Jonah, a children’s story? 
• Course texts and 

assignments 
• What does book of Jonah 

do to preacher and 
hearer? 
 

 
 

- Nixon, “The 
literary genre of 
Jonah” 

- Chapell, ch. 1, 
“Word and 
Witness” 

- Greidanus, ch. 1, 
“Preaching Christ 
and Preaching the 
Old Testament” 
 

A 

2  
Context: 
Prophet, 
Book, the 
Twelve 

Sept. 23 

• Jonah in context 
• Historical Jonah 2 King 

14 
• Jonah’s place in book of 

the Twelve 
• Genre, Texts, Authorship 
• Major Themes: mercy, 

judgement, repentance, 
mission, divine 
compassion 

• Overview literary 
structure 

- Nixon, 
“Introduction” 

- Timmer, 
“Introduction” 

- Timmer, ch. 1, 
“The nations and 
mission in Jonah” 

- Greidanus, ch. 2, 
“The Necessity of 
Preaching Christ 
from the Old 
Testament” 

A 



3  
Preaching 
Old 
Testament 
Narrative 

Sept. 30 

• Models for preaching 
• Common mistakes 

preaching Jonah 
(moralism, allegory, 
reductionism) 

• Exegesis, biblical 
theology, sermon 
construction 

• Preaching Christ from 
OT responsibly 

• Jonah as Scripture for the 
church 
 
 

 
- Chapell, chs. 2-4, 

“Obligations”, 
“Priority of the 
Text”, 
“Components” 

- Greidanus, chs. 5-
6, “New 
Testament 
Principles for 
Preaching Christ 
from Old 
Testament”, “The 
Christocentric 
Method” 

A 

4  
Jonah 1:1-3 Oct. 7 

 
• Close reading of 1:1-3, 

Call and Commission 
• Theological significance 

of Jonah’s flight, irony 
• Opening themes: 

prophetic disobedience, 
resistance to God’s 
purposes 

• Discussion on preaching 
1:1-3 

-  Nixon, “Jonah 
1:1-3” 

- Timmer, ch. 3, 
“Looking into 
Jonah 1” 

- Chapell, ch. 5, 
“The Process of 
Explanation” 

A-B 

  MDC Reading Week   

5  
Jonah 1:4-
16 

Oct. 21 

• Close reading of 1:4-16 
• Themes: God’s 

sovereignty over events 
and nations, storm, irony 
of pagan sailors 
responding more than 
Jonah, fear & recognition 
of Israel’s God 

• Literary movement and 
tension in narrative 

• Discussion on preaching 
1:4-16 

 
 

- Nixon, “Jonah 
1:4-8” and “Jonah 
1: 9-16” 
- Timmer, ch. 3 
continued 
- Chapell, ch. 6, 
“Outlining and 
Structure” 

    A 



6 
Jonah 1:17-
2:10 

Oct. 28 

• Close reading of 1:17-
2:10 

• Jonah 2 as psalmic 
• Function of the fish 
• Jonah’s prayer – 

repentance, thanksgiving, 
self-justifying or more 
complex? 

• Intertextual resonance 
• Preaching poetry 
• Discussion on preaching 

1:17-2:10 and student 
sermons peer evaluations 

 
 

-  Nixon, “Jonah 
1:17-2:10” and 
“Jonah 2:1-10” 

- Timmer, ch. 4, 
“Looking into 
Jonah 2” 

- Chapell, ch. 8, 
“The Practice of 
Application”  

 
A-C 
 
Student Sermon: 
 
 
Student Sermon: 

7  
Jonah 3:1-5 
 

Nov. 4 

• Close reading of Jonah 
3:1-5, second call 

• Brevity of Jonah’s 
message and response of 
Nineveh 

• Divine word and human 
response, related 

• The preaching itself in 
these verses 

• Discussion on preaching 
3:1-5 and student 
sermons peer evaluations 

 

- Nixon, first half of 
“Jonah 3:1-10” 
- Timmer, first half 
of ch. 5, “Looking 
into Jonah 3” 
- Greidanus, ch. 7, 
“Steps from Old 
Testament Text” 

A 
 
Student Sermon: 
 
 
Student Sermon: 

8 
Jonah 3:6-
10 

Nov. 11 

• Close reading of 3:6-11 
• Royal repentance, 

corporate response 
• “Relent” 
• Mercy and threatened 

judgement in prophetic 
literature 

• Theological and pastoral 
questions raised 

• How to preach 
repentance and mercy 
today 

• Discussion on preaching 
3:6-11 and student 
sermons peer evaluations 
 

 - Nixon, finish 
“Jonah 3:1-10” 
- Timmer, finish ch. 
5, “Looking into 
Jonah 3” 
- Chapell, ch. 9, 
“Introductions, 
Conclusions, and 
Transitions” 

A 
 
Student Sermon: 
 
 
Student Sermon: 



9 Nov. 18 

SBL/ETS – No in-person class 
  

• Listen to and evaluate 
uploaded and other 
sermons on Jonah 

• Assess sermon structure, 
theological depth, 
closeness to text and 
redemptive historical 
messaging 

• Locate a sermon on these 
verses you find 
compelling and one less 
so, in approach and 
outcome, and evaluate 
why 

- Chapell, sample 
sermon evaluation 
appendix 
- Greidanus, chs. 3-
4, on history of 
preaching Christ 
from the Old 
Testament 

A 

10 
Jonah 4: 1-4 

Nov. 25 
 

• Close reading of 4:1-4 
• Jonah’s anger as 

theological protest 
• Exod. 34:6-7 and God’s 

character 
• Mercy as central problem 

for Jonah, prophetic 
resentment 

• Preaching grace when 
grace offends religious 
instincts, redemptive 
historical moves 

• Discussion on preaching 
4:1-4 and student 
sermons peer evaluations 

- Nixon, first half of 
“Jonah 4:1-11” 
- Timmer, first half 
of ch. 6, “Looking 
into Jonah 4” 
- Chapell, ch. 10, 
“A Redemptive 
Historical Approach 
to Preaching” 
 

A-D 
 
Student Sermon: 
 
 
Student Sermon: 

11 
Jonah 4:5-
11 

Dec. 2 

• Close reading of 4:5-11 
• Function of the plant, 

worm and wind 
• Jonah’s compassion 

(disordered) vs. God’s 
compassion 

• Impact of unresolved 
ending on readers 

• How to preach this 
section 

• Discussion on preaching 
4:5-11 and student 
sermons peer evaluations 
 

- Nixon, finish 
“Jonah 4:1-11” 
- Timmer, finish ch. 
6, “Looking into 
Jonah 4” 
- Chapell, ch. 11, 
“Developing 
Redemptive 
Sermons” 

A 
 
Student Sermon: 
 
 
Student Sermon: 



12 
Jonah and 
Christian 
Preaching 

Dec. 9 

 
• Jonah in the Gospels, 

“sign of Jonah” 
• Jonah in relation to major 

themes: commissions, 
repentance, mercy, 
nations, resistance 

• Jonah and the mission of 
God 

• Jonah and the church’s 
posture towards 
‘outsiders’ or ‘enemies’ 

• Jonah and redemptive 
historical approaches, 
summary 

• Student sermons peer 
evaluations 
 
 

 
- Timmer, reread 
ch. 1, ch. 2, 
“Conversion and 
spirituality in Jonah 
and biblical 
theology”, and ch. 7 
“Conclusions” 
 
 

A 
 
Student Sermon: 
 
 
Student Sermon: 
 
 
Student Sermon: 

13 
Final 
Student 
Sermons & 
Wrap Up 

Dec. 16 

• Student sermons peer 
evaluations 
 

• Final points on Jonah’s 
message and its 
importance for preaching 

 

A 
 
Student Sermon: 
 
 
Student Sermon: 
 
 
Student Sermon: 
 
 
Student Sermon: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Course Policies: 

 
The best way to reach me is email.  Give me 2 weekdays to respond.  If you leave a voicemail, 
then email me to say so. 
 



Avenue 2 Learn will be used.  Make sure you log in after 11:59 p.m. the Friday before each class 
to check announcements and any readings updates. 
 
Office hours are listed at the top of the syllabus. 
 
Attendance is mandatory unless there is a big crisis, such as illness or loss.  Please let me know 
by email what is going on.  Keep an eye on the syllabus, Avenue 2 Learn, or talk to peers to 
catch up on material missed.  Marks towards assignment A are only deferred if formal medical 
notice given in writing. 
 
If a class is cancelled, perhaps due to inclement weather, then check Avenue 2 Learn at the start 
time of that class for instructions.  Class activities may be moved there in asynchronous format. 
This will help to ensure that we stay on target in the course.  
 
Lectures will use the NIV (2011) translation of the Bible, which I prefer for all assignments.  
 
Make every attempt to use excellent, written English.  Read over your assignments multiple 
times before submitting them.  Short sentences often speak more clearly than long ones.  Review 
The Elements of Style by Strunk and White (4th ed., 2000). 
 
Formatting requirements for all assignments are according to the McMaster Divinity College 
style guide.  https://mcmasterdivinity.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/MDC-StyleGuide-May-
2024.pdf 
 
Submit all assignments in PDF format via Avenue 2 Learn.  Extensions are rarely granted, so 
plan to finish ahead of schedule in case the unexpected arises.  Late work is deducted at a rate of 
2% per day.  Assignments submitted after the last class will be not counted. 
 
Explore the Digital Theological Library for fast and wide-reaching access to over 1.5M 
commentaries, monographs and scholarly articles. 
 
 
 
 

Academic Standing and Grades: 
  

Percent 
Grade 

Letter 
Grade 

Grade 
point 
(12pts) 

Grade 
point 
(4pts) 

Grade Guideline 

90-100 
85-89 
80-84 

A+  
A  
A- 

12 
11 
10 

4 for work displaying mastery of the subject- 
matter, creativity and individualized 
integration of insights and their relationship 

77-79 
73-76 
70-72 

B+ 
B  
B- 

9 
8 
7 

3 for work displaying a good level of 
competence and comprehension 

 

https://mcmasterdivinity.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/MDC-StyleGuide-May-2024.pdf
https://mcmasterdivinity.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/MDC-StyleGuide-May-2024.pdf


  
  Note: Letter grades are given for all courses. Plus and minus signs indicate work of     
                      higher or lower quality within the guidelines for each letter grade. 
 
 

Academic Honesty 
Academic dishonesty consists of misrepresenting the authorship or ownership of written work 
through deception or other fraudulent means. In an academic setting this may include copying or 
using unauthorized aids during tests or examinations; plagiarism, that is, presenting another 
person’s (or generative AI’s) words, ideas, data, or creative work as one’s own without appropriate 
acknowledgement and citation; or submitting work for credit in more than one course without 
instructor permission. 
 
A special note about Generative AI: Students are expected to do their own thinking and write 
their own papers and assignments. Generative AI is not to be used to do this work. The use of AI 
to produce content that is then submitted as though it were the student's own work constitutes 
plagiarism and is a violation of the Academic Honesty Policy. While AI tools may be used to 
correct errors in English grammar, usage, and mechanics, Generative AI must not be used to 
translate assignments from a student's native language into English. All degree programs at MDC 
are taught in the English language. Students are expected to be sufficiently proficient in English 
to engage fully in academic discourse in these programs. 

 
AODA 

In accordance with the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act (AODA), McMaster 
Divinity College (MDC) is committed to supporting a learning environment that is inclusive and 
accessible to all students, including those with disabilities. Students who require academic 
accommodations to participate fully in this course must register with Student Accessibility 
Services (SAS) (https://sas.mcmaster.ca/) of McMaster University. SAS will work directly with 
the MDC Registrar to ensure reasonably appropriate accommodations are in place. Students with 
accommodations must use the SAS portal to activate the accommodations relevant to each course 
at the start of each term in which they are enrolled. Please note that accommodations must be 
requested in advance to allow sufficient time for implementation. Accommodations are not 
retroactive and will not be applied to coursework or activities that have already concluded. 
Contact Information: 

• Student Accessibility Services General Inquiries: sas@mcmaster.ca 
• Roksana Sobota (SAS Representative for MDC): sobotar@mcmaster.ca 
• MDC Registrar: mdcreg@mcmaster.ca 

Gender Inclusive Language 
McMaster Divinity College uses inclusive language for human beings in worship services, student 
written materials, and all its publications. It is expected that student will use inclusive language in 
all MDC assignments. When referencing biblical texts, students should preserve the integrity of 
the original expressions and the names of God while using gender-inclusive language when 
referring to human beings. Biblical quotations should be taken from a gender-inclusive translation 
such as: NRSVue (2022), NIV (2011), CEB (2011), NLT (1996), or CEV (1995).  

https://sas.mcmaster.ca/
mailto:sas@mcmaster.ca
mailto:sobotar@mcmaster.ca
mailto:mdcreg@mcmaster.ca


Hurlburt Family Bookstore 
All required and recommended books for this class are available from the Hurlburt Family 
Bookstore located beside the entrance to the Nathaniel H. Parker Memorial Chapel of McMaster 
Divinity College. To purchase in advance, students may contact the bookstore manager, Bernice 
Quek, by phone at 416.620.2934 or 416.668.3434 (mobile); or by email at books@readon.ca. 
The Hurlburt Family Bookstore also carries other books and merchandise and is open throughout 
the academic year during posted hours. 
 

College Style for Submission of Written Work 
All stylistic considerations (including but not limited to questions of formatting, footnotes, and 
bibliographic references) must conform to the McMaster Divinity College Press Style Guide 
https://mcmasterdivinity.ca/resources-forms/mdc-style-guide/ 
Failure to observe appropriate form will result in grade reductions.  
 

Online Synchronous Course Policy 
Technology Requirements 

• A reliable internet connection (tested before class time),  
• A device with audio and video capability 
• The correct video conferencing platform installed (e.g., Zoom, Teams). 

 
Webcam & Environment 

• Students must keep their microphones muted except when speaking to minimize 
background noise. 

• Students must keep their webcams on throughout the class session. 
• Students must dress appropriately. 
• Students must ensure their surroundings are free from unnecessary distractions. 

Professional virtual backgrounds are permitted. 
 

 

Disclaimer: 

The course content outside the official MDC syllabus language is the intellectual property of the 
Professor.  This syllabus may change up to and including the first day of class. 

 

Selected Bibliography: 
 
 
Required and Recommended Texts 
See above 
 
Commentaries on Jonah 

https://cac-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/books@readon.ca
https://mcmasterdivinity.ca/resources-forms/mdc-style-guide/
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APPENDIX A - OT 3P1360 (Hebrew Exegesis) 
 
Required Text: Kevin J. Youngblood, Jonah, Second Edition: A Discourse Analysis of the 
Hebrew Bible, Zondervan Exegetical Commentary on the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 2019. 
 
Assignments: 

A. Same as A. in OT 3P1170 syllabus above.     20% 
 

B. Eight (8) Weekly Translation Assignments    40% 
Complete a short translation and analysis assignment on weekly passages.  Identify major 
grammatical and syntactical features, note the relevant lexical or discourse observations, 
and comment briefly on how these features shape interpretation.  Provide your own 
interpretation of the text, with these notes. DUE Same week that text is covered in class.  
Jonah 1:17-2:10 counts for two assignments.  500 words per assignment.  Assessment 
matrix below. 
 

C. Exegesis Paper       40% 
Write a scholarly exegesis paper, on a text within Jonah decided on with the instructor.  It 
should be based substantially on the Hebrew text. Demonstrate careful grammatical, 
syntactical, lexical, and discourse analysis, interact with at least 8 scholarly sources 
published after 2005, and show how the passage contributes to the theology and message 
of the book as Christian Scripture. Give significant weight to but also move beyond 
technical analysis to reflect briefly on the significance of the passage for preaching and 
teaching in the church.  See matrix for assessment under B. in OT 3P1170 syllabus.  DUE 
WEEK 10. 

 
Assessment for Translation Assignment B. 



How textually grounded and accurate is the student’s translation? (50/100) 
50 Provides a well-supported and clearly written translation reflecting a strong command of the 
Hebrew text, with explanatory notes. 
40 Translation is generally accurate, with only minor errors. 
30 Translation shows basic competence but includes several mistakes or awkward renderings. 
20 Translation is frequently unclear or insufficiently grounded in the text. 

How well does the student identify and explain major grammatical and syntactical features? 
(25/100) 
25 Identifies major grammatical and syntactical features accurately and insightfully, with 
explanatory notes. 
20 Identifies most major features accurately, with some useful comment. 
15 Notes some important features, but analysis is limited or uneven. 
10 Gives little meaningful grammatical or syntactical analysis, or includes significant errors. 

How well does the student note significant lexical or discourse observations and connect them to 
interpretation? (25/100) 
25 Offers perceptive lexical and discourse observations that clearly illuminate the passage and 
shape interpretation, noting decisions made. 
20 Notes important lexical or discourse features with reasonable clarity and some connection to 
interpretation. 
15 Includes some relevant observations, though they may be basic or underdeveloped. 
10 Observations are minimal and unclear, disconnected from interpretation. 

 
 
APPENDIX B - OT 5P1280 (DPT), Appendix B 
 
Required Texts: OT 3P1170 syllabus above 
 
Assignments: 

A. Same as A. in OT 3P1170 syllabus above.     20% 
 

B. Major Paper on practical and theological integration   40% 
 
Write one integration paper on the book of Jonah in relation to the theology and practice 
of Christian preaching. Demonstrate thoughtful engagement with Jonah’s message, the 
student’s ministry context, and the pastoral and theological challenges involved in 
preaching this book today. Students should reflect critically on themes such as divine 
compassion, repentance, resistance to God’s mission, preaching to insiders and outsiders, 
and the demands Jonah places upon the preacher and the church. Offer sound engagement 
with the biblical text and relevant scholarship, with reflection on contemporary ministry 
practice and your own preaching vocation.  See evaluation matrix from B. in OT 3P1170 
syllabus above.  As a DPT level essay, significant structure, argumentation and synthesis 
of text, practice and theology is expected.  Follow MDC style guide.  4000 words. 

 



C. Same as C. in OT 3P1170 syllabus above.     20% 
 

D. Same as D. in OT 3P1170 syllabus above.    20% 
 
 
APPENDIX C – Sermon Assessment Guide 

1. Faithfulness to the Biblical Text 
Does the sermon demonstrate accurate handling of the assigned passage, with close attention to 
its wording, structure, literary features, and immediate context? Does it preach the text itself 
rather than drift into general themes, moral lessons, or unrelated tangents? 

1  2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 (excellent) 

 

2. Exegetical and Theological Depth 
Does the sermon show serious engagement with the meaning of the passage and its theological 
significance? Does it reflect thoughtful interpretation and awareness of the major themes and 
tensions of the text? 

1  2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 (excellent) 

 

3. Sensitivity to Literary and Canonical Context 
Does the sermon locate the passage well within the flow of Jonah as a book and within the wider 
witness of Scripture? Does it show awareness of genre, narrative development, and the place of 
the passage within the canon? 

1  2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 (excellent) 

 

4. Clarity of Sermon Structure and Main Claim 
Is the sermon well organized and easy to follow? Is there a clear central claim or burden, and do 
the sermon's parts serve that purpose with unity and proportion? 

1  2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 (excellent) 

 

5. Pastoral and Contemporary Application 
Does the sermon apply the text meaningfully and wisely to the life of the church today? Does it 
move beyond explanation to address hearers with appropriate pastoral clarity and relevance? 



1  2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 (excellent) 

 

6. Delivery and Communication 
Is the sermon communicated clearly and in engaging fashion for oral proclamation? This 
includes pace, tone, clarity of speech, listener awareness, and overall effectiveness in delivery. 

1  2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 (excellent) 

 

7. Christ-Centeredness and Christian Proclamation 
Does the sermon ultimately preach the text as Christian Scripture and move appropriately toward 
Christ and the gospel? Does it do so in a way that is faithful, theologically responsible, and 
organically connected to the passage rather than forced or artificial? 

1  2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 (excellent) 
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