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Course Description

Jesus and Pharisees derived their morality and spirituality from the Hebrew Bible. Yet Jesus
would say, “If your righteousness is not better than that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will
not enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matt 5:20). How could such diametrically opposed
concepts of spirituality be derived from the same Scriptures? This course will develop the
unchanging morality and spirituality taught in the Hebrew Scriptures, examining the many
ways it has been misused and misunderstood.

Specializations:

Biblical Studies

Christian Thought and History
Christian Worldview

Course Objectives
Knowing

Paul’s prayer for the Colossians is that “you may be filled with the knowledge of his (God’s) will
in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, so that you may live worthily of the Lord so as to
please him in everything, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of
God, being enabled with all power according to the strength of his glory, with all patience and
endurance” (1:9-11). There is no spirituality apart from knowledge of God’s will. This course
will provide a more comprehensive understanding of the Scriptures the apostle used to learn
how to live according to the divine will.

Being

Paul’s exhortation to the Romans was to “give yourselves to God as a sacrifice, living, holy, and
well pleasing to him, which is your natural service, not being conformed to this world but
being transformed by a renewing of your mind, to examine what is the will of God, what is
good, well pleasing and leads to a proper end” (12:1-2). An understanding of Biblical
spirituality brings about a transformed way of thinking that leads to living by a whole different
set of values as those renewed in the image of God.

Doing

Those renewed in mind according to the Scriptures are to serve as one body, each according to
the gift given, so “if we have the gift of prophecy, then let us prophesy in accordance with the
standard of faith, if the gift of practical service, then let us exercise such practical service, if
teaching, then let us teach, if exhortation, let us encourage, if giving, then let it us do it
without ulterior motive, if leadership, let us do it with diligence, if showing mercy let it be
done cheerfully” (Rom. 1:6-8). Ethical and spiritual thinking with a transformed mind is the
foundation of every gift we may exercise and task that we may do.
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Course Schedule

September 10 Concept of the Holy (Leviticus)
September 17 Concept of Covenant (Deuteronomy)
September 24 Values of the Covenant Words (Exodus 20; Deuteronomy 5)

October 1 Ethical Responsibility in Tending the Garden (Creation Texts)
October 8 Spirituality in Anarchic Times (Joshua / Judges)

October 15 Spirituality under Monarchic Rule (Samuel / Kings)

October 22 Spirituality when living in Sodom (Isaiah)

October 29 Ethics in Political Crisis (Jeremiah)

November 5 Ethics in Moral Crisis (Ezekiel)

November 12 Social Ethics and Responsibility (Hosea, Joel, Amos)
November 19 Spirituality in Community Distress (Haggai, Zechariah, Ezra)

November 26 Ethics in Social Life (Proverbs, Job)
December 3 Spirituality in the Apocalyptic Vision (Isaiah 24-27, Daniel)
December 10 Biblical Values for Modern Ethical Issues (Exam Week)

Course Texts

M. Daniel Carroll R. (Rodas) and Jaqueline E. Lapsley, eds., Character, Ethics and the Old
Testament: Moral Dimensions of Scripture, Westminster John Knox, 2007.

Gordon J. Wenham, Story as Torah. Reading the Old Testament Ethically, Edinburgh: T & T
Clark, 2000; idem., Story as Torah. Reading Old Testament Narrative Ethically, Baker Academic,
2004.

Textbooks are available from the College’s book service, READ ON Bookstore, Room 145, McMaster Divinity
College. For advance purchase, contact READ ON Bookstore, 304 The East Mall, Suite 100, Etobicoke, ON, M9C
5K1: phone 416 620 2934; fax 416 622 2308; e-mail books@readon.ca.

Course Assignments and Grading
1. Establishing Biblical Spirituality and Ethics 20% (OT 3XE3) 15% (OT 6XE6)
Readings:
Gordon Wenham, Story as Torah, 1-108.
Christopher J. H. Wright, “The Ethical Authority of the Old Testament: A Survey of

Approaches,” TB 43 (1992) 101-120; 203-31.

Paper (ca. 1500 words; due Sept. 24)
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There are complicated hermeneutical questions in learning to understand the Scriptures to do
the will of God on earth as it is in heaven. Using the above readings, and others of your
choosing, provide your own summary of some of the fundamental methodological questions.
Show what approaches have been taken in the past, and illustrate how Scripture in its variety
of genres can guide us in understanding how we are to live.

2. Spirituality and Ethics as an Attribute of Persons 20% (OT 3XE3) 15% (OT 6XE6)
Readings

Carroll and Lapsley, Character, Ethics and the Old Testament, Part | (1-165).
Walter J. Houston, “The Character of God and the Ethics of the Old Testament: Is Imitatio Dei
Appropriate?” JTS NS 58/1 (2007) 1-25.

Paper (ca. 1500 words; due Oct. 22)

The definition of being a person has come under serious attack especially in modern biology.
The confusion of what it means to be a person results in very conflicting ethical values.
According to the Scriptures, we are persons solely because of our relationship with God.
However this unique function must be distinguished from personhood as it pertains to God.
From the readings above and others of your choice, select an example of how the Scriptures
must be used with understanding so that we may live in relationship with the earth and each
other as ordained by God in order to represent his rule on earth.

3. Review of an Approach to Ethics 15%; due Nov. 5 (OT 3XE3)
Choose a volume from section 1 of the bibliography, or a volume of your choice which you
clear with the professor. Do a review of the volume as you would for a journal or magazine (ca.
500 — 750 wors).

4. Application of Biblical Ethics and Spirituality 35% (OT 3XE3) 30% (OT 6XE6)

Readings

Wenham, Story as Torah, 109-150.
Caroll and Lapseley, Part Il (169-247).

Research Paper (ca. 2500 words; due Dec. 3; report Dec. 10)

Choose a topic in an area of ethical concern that is of particular interest to you (e.g.
economics, justice, politics, family, environment, war etc.). You may choose a Scripture text
and develop what it teaches us about the ethical values concerned and show how they relate
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to the present, or you may choose a current ethical issue and show how the Scriptures may be
applied to it. Each student will give a short report on the results of their research on the last
day of class, which will account for 10% of the grade of this assignment. Samples of such
studies will be made available to the class.

5. Research Paper 40%; due Dec. 10 (OT 6XE6)

Students doing the course at an advanced level will do a major research paper of about 5000
words. In preparation for this research about 5000 — 6000 pages of reading must be selected
from the books listed in section 1. From this reading a topic of special interest in ethics and
spirituality should be developed and defended. The readings and topic should be discussed
with the professor.

Course Policies
Academic Honesty

Academic dishonesty is a serious offence that may take any number of forms, including
plagiarism, the submission of work that is not one’s own or for which previous credit has been
obtained, and/or unauthorized collaboration with other students. Academic dishonesty can
result in severe consequences, e.g., failure of the assignment, failure of the course, a notation
on one’s academic transcript, and/or suspension or expulsion from the College.

Students are responsible for understanding what constitutes academic dishonesty. Please
refer to the Divinity College Statement on Academic Honesty.
http://www.mcmasterdivinity.ca/programs/rules-regulations

Gender Inclusive Language

McMaster Divinity College uses inclusive language for human beings in worship services,
student written materials, and all of its publications. In reference to biblical texts, the integrity
of the original expressions and the names of God should be respected. The NRSV and TNIV are
examples of the use of inclusive language for human beings. It is expected that inclusive
language will be used in chapel services and all MDC assignments.

Style

All stylistic considerations (including but not limited to questions of formatting, footnotes, and
bibliographic references) must conform to the McMaster Divinity College Style Guidelines for
Essays and Theses
http://www.mcmasterdivinity.ca/sites/default/files/documents/MDCStyleGuideMarch0413.pd
f
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Failure to observe appropriate form will result in grade reductions.
Course Bibliography
1. Old Testament Ethics

Arndt, Emily. Demanding Our Attention: The Hebrew Bible as a Source for Christian Ethics.
Eerdmans, 2011.

Barton, John. Understanding Old Testament Ethics: Approaches and Explorations. Westminster
John Knox, 2003.

Bartholomew, Craig G., et al., eds. A Royal Priesthood? The Use of the Bible Ethically and
Politically: A Dialogue with Oliver O’Donovan. Paternoster, Zondervan, 2002.

Birch, Bruce C. Let Justice Roll Down: The Old Testament, Ethics, and Christian Life.
Westminster/John Knox, 1991.

Dell, Katharine J., ed. Ethical and Unethical in the Old Testament: God and Humans in Dialogue.
T & T Clark, 2010.

Friedmann, Daniel. To Kill and Take Possession: Law, Morality and Society in Biblical Stories.
Hendrickson, 2002.

Gershom, M. H. Ratheiser. Mitzvoth: Ethics and the Jewish Bible: The End of Old Testament
Theology. Library of Hebrew Bible. Clark, 2007.

Gill, David W. Doing Right: Practicing Ethical Principles. InterVarsity Press, 2004.

Houston, Walter J. Contending for Justice: Ideologies and Theologies of Social Justice in the Old
Testament. Continuum 2009.

Janzen, Waldemar. Old Testament Ethics: A Paradigmatic Approach. Westminster/John Knox,
1994.

Jensen, Joseph. Ethical Dimensions of the Prophets. Liturgical Press, 2006.
Lalleman, Hetty. Celebrating the Law? Re-thinking Old Testament Ethics. Paternoster, 2004.

McConville, J. Gordon and Méller, Karl, eds. Reading the Law: Studies in Honor of Gordon J.
Wenham. T & T Clark, 2007.

Millar, J. Gary. Now Choose Life: Theology and Ethics in Deuteronomy. New Studies in
Biblical Theology. Eerdmans, 1998.
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Muilenburg, James. The Way of Israel: Biblical Faith and Ethics. Harper & Row, 1961.

Rodd, Cyril S. Glimpses in a Strange Land: Studies in Old Testament Ethics. T & T Clark,
2001.

Rogerson, John. Theory and Practice in Old Testament Ethics. Edited by M. Daniel Caroll R.
JSOTSup 405. T & T Clark, 2004.

Sloane, Andrew. At Home in a Strange Land: Using the Old Testament in Christian Ethics.
Hendrickson, 2008.

Soloveitchik, Joseph B. The Emergence of Ethical Man. Edited by Michael Berger. Ktav
Publishing House, 2005.

Wright, Christopher J. H. Old Testament Ethics for the People of God. InterVarsity, 2004.

2. Specialized Studies in Ethics

Baker, David L. Tight Fists or Open Hands? Wealth and Poverty in Old Testament Law.
Eerdmans, 2009.

Bauckham, Richard. The Bible in Politics: How to Read the Bible Politically. Westminster /
John Knox Press, 1989.

Coomber, Matthew J. M. Re-reading the Prophets through Corporate Globalization: a
Cultural-Evolutionary Approach to Economic Injustice in the Hebrew Bible. Gorgias,
2010.

Crouch, Carly L. War and Ethics in the Ancient Near East: Military Violence in the Light of
Cosmology and History. Walter de Gruyter, 2009.

De La Torre, Miguel. Liberating Jonah: Forming an Ethics of Reconciliation. Orbis Books,
2007.

Gill, Robin. 4 Tesxtbook of Christian Ethics. 3 ed. T & T Clark, 2006.
Green, Joel B., et al., eds. Dictionary of Scripture and Ethics. Baker Academic, 2011.
Harrelson, Walter J. The Ten Commandments for Today. Westminster John Knox, 2006.

Marlow, Hilary. Biblical Prophets and Contemporary Environmental Ethics: Re-reading Amos,
Hosea and First Isaiah. Oxford University Press, 2009.

Nurmi, Janne J. Die Ethik unter dem Druck des Alltags: die Impulse der qesellschaftlichen
Anderungen und Situation zu der sozialkritischen Prophetie in Jud aim 8. Jh v. Chr. Abo
Akademi University Press, 2004.
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Schlimm, Matthew R. From Fratricide to Forgiveness:The Ethics of Anger in Genesis.
Eisenbrauns, 2011.

Trevaskis, Leigh M. Holiness, Ethics and Ritual in Leviticus. Sheffield Phoenix Press, 2011.

Van Harn, Roger E., ed. The Ten Commandments for Jews, Christians and Others. Eerdmans,
2007.

Wenham, Gordon J. Psalms as Torah: Reading Biblical Songs Ethically. Studies in Theological
Interpretation. Baker Academic, 2012.

3. Old Testament Theologies
Anderson, B. W. Contours of Old Testament Theology. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1999.

Brueggemann, Walter. Theology of the Old Testament: Testimony, Dispute, Advocacy.
Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 1997.

Barr, James. The Concept of Biblical Theology: An Old Testament Perspective. Minneapolis:
Fortress, 1999.

Birch, Bruce C. et. al. A Theological Introduction to the Old Testament. Nashville: Abingdon,
1999.

Childs, B. S. Old Testament Theology in a Canonical Context. Philadelphia: Fortress Press,
1986.

. Biblical Theology of the Old and New Testaments. Minneapolis: Fortress Press,
1992.

Clements, R. E. Old Testament Theology: A Fresh Approach. Atlanta: John Knox; London:
Marshall, Morgan & Scott, 1978.

Dyrness, W. Themes in Old Testament Theology. Downers Grove: Intervarsity Press, 1979.
Eichrodt, W. Theology of the Old Testament. 2 vols. Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1961.
House, Paul R. Old Testament Theology. Downers Grove: Intervarsity Press, 1998.

Jacob, Edmund. Theology of the Old Testament. New York: Harper & Row, 1958.

Kaiser, Walter C. Toward an Old Testament Theology. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1978.
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Knierim, Rolph P. The Task of Old Testament Theology: Substance, Method, and Cases, Grand
Rapids / Cambridge: Eerdmans, 1995.

Knight, George A. F. A Christian Theology of the Old Testament. Richmond: John
Knox, 1959.

Lehman, Chester. Biblical Theology. Scottdale, Pa: Herald Press, 1971.

Martens, Elmer A. God'’s Design: A Focus on Old Testament Theology. Grand Rapids: Baker
Book House, 1981.

McKenzie, John L. A Theology of the Old Testament. Garden City: Doubleday, 1974.

Ollenburger, Ben C., EImer A. Martens, and Gerhard F. Hasel, eds. The Flowering of Old
Testament Theology: A reader in Twentieth-Century Old Testament Theology, 1930-
1990. Winona Lake, Ind.: Eisenbrauns, 1992.

Payne, J. Barton. The Theology of the Older Testament. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1962.

Rad, Gerhard von, Old Testament Theology. 2 vols. New York: Harper & Row, 1962.

Smart, James D. The Past, the Present, and Future of Biblical Theology. Philadelphia:
Westminster Press, 1979.

Terrien, Samuel. The Elusive Presence: Toward a New Biblical Theology. New York: Harper &
Row, 1978.

Vos, Geerhardus. Biblical Theology. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1948.

Vriezen, Th. C. An Outline of Old Testament Theology. 2nd ed. Newton, Mass.: Charles T.
Branford, 1956.

Westermann, C. Elements of Old Testament Theology. Translated by D.W. Scott. Atlanta: John
Knox Press, 1982.

Wright, George Ernest. The Old Testament and Theology. New York: Harper & Row 1969.

Young, Edward J. The Study of Old Testament Theology Today. New York: Revell, 1959.

Zimmerli, Walther. Old Testament Theology in Outline. Translated by David Green. Atlanta:
John Knox Press, 1978.

4. Interpretation and Canonical Authority
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Barr, James. Holy Scripture: Canon, Authority, Criticism. Philadelphia: The Westminster
Press, 1983.

Barr, James. “Child’s Introduction to the Old Testament as Scripture.” JSOT 16 (1980) 12-23.
. The Semantics of Biblical Language. Oxford, 1961.
. Comparative Philology and the Text of the Old Testament. Oxford, 1968.

. “The Literal, the Allegorical, and Modern Biblical Scholarship.” JSOT 44 (1989) 3-
17.

Barton, J. Reading the Old Testament. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1984.

Birch, Bruce C. “Tradition, Canon and Biblical Theology.” Horizons in Biblical Theology 2
(1980) 113-149.

Brueggemann, Dale. “Brevard Childs’ Canon Criticism: An Example of Post-Critical Naivete.”
JETS 32 (1989) 311-26.

Childs, B. S. Old Testament Theology in a Canonical Context. Philadelphia: Fortress Press,
1986.

. “A Response.” Horizons in Biblical Theology 2 (1980) 199-211.

. Review of Holy Scripture: Canon, Authority, Criticism, by James Barr, Int 38
(84) 66-70.

. “Some Reflections on the Search for a Biblical Theology.” Horizons in Biblical
Theology 4 (1982) 1-12.

. “Critical Reflections on James Barr’s Understanding of the Literal and the
Allegorical.” JSOT 46 (1990) 3-9.

Davies, Margaret. Review of Old Testament Theology in a Canonical Context by B. S. Childs. JTS
37 (1986) 442-445.

Dunn, James D. G. “Levels of Canonical Authority.” Horizons in Biblical Theology 4 1982) 13-60.

Janzen, W. “A Canonical Rethinking of the Anabaptist Mennonite New Testament Orientation.”
Unpublished Paper, Canadian Mennonite Bible College, Winnipeg, Canada, 1989.

Mays, James L. “What is Written: A Response to Brevard Childs’ Introduction to the Old
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Testament as Scripture.” Horizons in Biblical Theology 2 (1980) 51-171.

Moberly, R. W. L. “The Church’s Use of the Bible: The Work of Brevard Childs.” Exp Tim 99/4
(1988) 104-109.

Sanders, James A. “Canonical Context and Canonical Criticism.” Horizons in Biblical Theology 2
(1980) 173-197.

. Torah and Canon. 2nd ed. Philadelphia, 1974.

5. Relationship between the Testaments

Fishbane, Michael. “Torah and Tradition.” In Tradition and Theology in the Old Testament, ed.
Douglas A. Knight, 275-300. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1977.

Fuller, Daniel P. Gospel and Law: Contrast or Continuum? Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1980.

Gese, H. Von Sinai zum Zion. Alttestamentliche Beitrage zur biblischen Theologie. Munchen,
1974.

Gese, Hartmut. “Tradition and Biblical Theology.” In Tradition and Theology in the Old
Testament, ed. Douglas A. Knight, 275-300. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1977.

McComiskey, Thomas E. The Covenants of Promise: A Theology of the Old Testament
Covenants. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1985.

Ryrie, Charles E. Dispensationalism Today. Chicago: Moody Press, 1965.
6. Divine Kingship

Dion, Paul E. “YHWH as Storm-god and Sun-god: The Double Legacy of Egypt and
Canaan as Reflected in Psalm 104.” ZAW 103 (1991) 43-71.

Frankfort, Henri. Kingship and the Gods. Chicago and London: The University of Chicago
Press, 1948.

Hoekema, Anthony A. Created in God’s Image (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdman’s Publishing
Co., 1986.

lons, Veronica. Egyptian Mythology. Middlesex: The Hamlyn Publishing Group Ltd., 1968.

Smith, Gary V. “The Concept of God/the gods as King in the Ancient Near East and the Bible.”
Trinity Journal 3 NS (1982) 18-38.
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7. Studies in Old Testament Theology

Dillard, R. B. “The Reign of Asa: An Example of the Chronicler’s Theological Method.” JETS 3
(1980) 207-18.

Dumbrell, William J. “Creation, Covenant and Work.” Evangelical Review of Theology 13
(1989) 137-156.

Fuchs-Kreimer, Nancy. “Christian Old Testament Theology: A Time for New Beginnings.”
JETS 18 (1981) 76-92.

Gottwald, N. The Tribes of Yahweh. New York: Orbis Books, 1979.

Hanson, Paul D. Dynamic Transcendence. The Correlation of Confessional Heritage and
Contemparary Experience in a Biblical Model of Divine Activity. Philadelphia, 1978.

. The Diversity of Scripture. A Theological Interpretation. Philadelphia, 1982.

Hubbard, Robert L., Johnston, Robert K., Meyer Robert P. Studies in Old Testament Theology.
Word Publishing, 1992.

Janzen, Gerald. “Yahweh Our God, Yahweh is One.” Encounter 48 (1987) 51-60.
Kline, M. Kingdom Prologue. Unpublished classroom syllabus, Westminster Seminary, 1981.

Knight, Douglas A. ed. Tradition and Theology in the Old Testament. Philadelphia: Fortress
Press, 1977.

Levenson, Jon D. “Creation and Covenant.” In The Flowering of Old Testament Theology. Ben C.
Ollenburger et al. eds.; Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1992) 427-444.

Laurin, R. Contemporary Old Testament Theologians. Valley Forge: Judson Press, 1970.
Martin-Achard, Robert. “A propos de la theologie de I’Ancien Testament.” ThZ 35 (1979) 63-71.
McEvenue, S.E. “The Old Testament, Scripture or Theology?” Int 35 (1981) 229-242.

Pratt, Richard L. “Pictures, Windows, and Mirrors in Old Testament Exegesis.” WTJ 45 (1983)
156-67.

Spriggs, D.G. Two Old Testament Theologies. Naperville: Alec R. Allenson, 1974.
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Strecker, G. ““Biblische Theologie’? Kritische Bemerkung zu den Entwurfen von Hartmut Gese
und Peter Stuhlmacher.” In Kirche. Festschrift fur Gunther Bornkamm zum 75.
Geburtstag, ed. D. Luhrmann und G. Strecker, 425-45. Tubingen, 1980.

Thompson, Henry O. “Why Christians Should Bother with the Old Testament.” Bible Review
V/1(1989) 12-13.

Wright, C. J. H. “The Ethical Authority of the Old Testament: A Survey of Approaches. TB 43
(1992) 101-20.

Disclaimer: This syllabus is the property of the instructor and is prepared with currently available information.
The instructor reserves the right to make changes and revisions up to and including the first day of class.
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