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Spring Semester 
Online (Asynchronous): begins May 13, 2024 
 
Professor: Dr. Paul S. Evans 
Divinity College Room 236 
Phone: 1.905.525.9140 x24718 
Email: pevans@mcmaster.ca  
Graduate Assistant: Phil Haskell 
 

Course Description 

This course leads the class in an examination of women characters, female 
imagery, and biblical legislation concerned with women in the Old Testament, 
with sustained attention to the significance of female characters in biblical salvific 
history. The history of interpretation of women characters will be surveyed, with 
a focus on the many divergent viewpoints and assessments of various biblical 
female characters through interpretive history. The class will focus on Old 
Testament women in terms of their characterization, their ancient historical 
context, and consider how they can contribute to the discussion of gender issues 
today. Modern ideological approaches (e.g., feminist, postcolonial) towards the 
text will be examined and employed in the reading of Old Testament narratives 
with women characters, prophetic passages with female imagery, and biblical 
laws concerning women. Both minor and major female characters will be studied, 
such as: Eve, Sarai/Sarah, Hagar, Rebekah, Dinah, Miriam, Rahab, Deborah, Jael, 
Ruth, Hannah, Naomi, Abigail, Bathsheba, Tamar, Athaliah, Huldah, Vashti, Esther, 
Hosea’s wife.  
 

Specializations: Biblical Studies, Church and Culture, Christian History and Worldview  
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Course Objectives 
 Knowing 

• To know the women of the Old Testaments: their contexts, characters, and roles 
• To understand a variety of feminist approaches to biblical interpretation 
• To understand both the positive and negative contributions of women in the 

narrative of the Old Testament 
• To understand the contribution of women to OT theology 
• To understand the relevance of OT women to the NT and Christian theology 

Being 

• To appreciate the contribution that women have made to the history of faith 
• To appreciate the potential for women’s contribution to the academy and the 

church 
• To grow closer to God through his working through both men and women in the 

OT text 

Doing 
• To evaluate and apply feminist approaches to biblical interpretation 
• To articulate, orally and in writing, the way in which women contribute to OT 

narrative and theology 
• To be able to dialogue with those in the church who hold different perspectives 

 
 

Required Texts 
 

Meyers, Carol L., Toni Craven, and Ross Shepard Kraemer. Women in Scripture: A 
Dictionary of Named and Unnamed Women in the Hebrew Bible, the 
Apocryphal/Deuterocanonical Books, and the New Testament. Boston, MA: 
Houghton Mifflin, 2000.  

 
 
 

Lapsley, Jacqueline E. Whispering the Word: Hearing Women's Stories in the  
Old Testament. 1st ed. Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox, 2005. 

 
 
 
 

Trible, Phyllis. Texts of Terror: Literary-Feminist Readings of Biblical 
Narratives. Overtures to Biblical Theology. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1984. 
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Textbook Purchase 
All required textbooks for this class are available from the Hurlburt Family Bookstore located 
beside the entrance to the Nathaniel H. Parker Memorial Chapel of McMaster Divinity College. 
To purchase in advance, you may contact the bookstore manager, Bernice Quek, by phone at 
416.620.2934 or 416.668.3434 (mobile); or by email at books@readon.ca. The Hurlburt Family 
Bookstore also carries other books and merchandise and is open throughout the academic year 
during posted hours.  

Course Requirements 
I. Online Classroom Experiences  
Participation in classroom experiences is an assumed foundation for this course (like class 
attendance) if a student fails to participate their final mark will be reduced by one full letter 
grade (so A becomes B, A- becomes B-). 
 
A. Asynchronous Class Discussions (May 13 – June 30) 

Class discussion will occur asynchronously online on the Avenue to Learn course 
website. On weeks noted on the schedule below, students must actively participate in 
the online discussion and post minimum two discussion topics at the beginning of a 
week (Sun-Tues). Student posts must be in regard to the posted lecture videos / 
assigned readings that week. As well, to further the online discussion all students must 
respond to minimum two posts every week. Since initial posts will be online in the first 
part of the week, there will adequate time for all students to respond to posts in a 
timely manner.  

 
Comments may be wide ranging, and relate to exegesis, argument, theology, application, etc. 
However, the comments must be thoughtful and carefully reasoned, not merely unsupported 
opinions. You are free to agree or disagree with the author and your fellow students, but must 
do so respectfully.   
 
II. Formal Assignments  
 
A. Critical Book Review - 30%- Due June 8: Length: 8 pages. 

After reading the Trible textbook (Texts of Terror), students will critically review the 
work in one paper. This review will present its content, provide a critique and finally give 
an evaluative response that outlines both theological and personal implications. See 
“Critical Book Review Guidelines” below. 

 
B. Student Virtual Presentations - 30% - Due June 21 

Each student will make a virtual presentation to the class on a woman character from 
the Old Testament. In this assignment students will critically review the relevant biblical 
narrative(s) and compare and contrast different Christian views of the character, taking 
into account (as relevant) the views of the textbooks and other posted readings. The 
presentation should conclude outlining the student’s approach to understanding the 
chosen woman character and articulating their own view.  

https://cac-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/books@readon.ca
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*A bibliography must be sent to the professor. 
 
Virtual Presentations may take one of the following formats: 
i. Video presentation (posted to YouTube or Vimeo). Students will send link to the video to 

professor who will upload it to Avenue to Learn for the rest of the students to view and 
hear 

ii. Digital presentation (PowerPoint, Keynote, Prezi, Google Slides etc.) with audio recorded 
sent to professor who will upload it to Avenue to Learn for the rest of the students to 
view and hear 

ii. Digital presentation (PowerPoint, Keynote, Prezi, Google Slides etc.) along with pdf handout 
sent to professor who will upload it to Avenue to Learn for the rest of the students to 
view and read 

 
 **Student presentations will form the basis for online discussion for the week of June 23–29. 

 
C. Major Assignment - 40%. Due on August 31: Length: 12–15 pages 

All major assignment papers must follow the MDC Style Guide. Papers should be 
double-spaced, 12pt Times New Roman font (footnotes should be single-spaced and 
10pt). The major assignment must draw on (and explicitly cite) at least 12 sources within 
the paper. See “Major Assignment Evaluation Guidelines” below. 

 
There are three (3) options for the major assignment for Biblical Studies specializations. 
Choose only one (1) of the following: 
 
1: Exegetical Paper: 
Students will select one self-contained OT story that involves a woman character and complete 
an exegetical analysis explaining the meaning of the passage and applying it to the 
contemporary situation. The paper should include 

1. A thesis statement  
2. Discussion of the historical and cultural context  
3. An exegesis of the story 
4. Discussion of how the story fits within its broader context  
5. Theological reflections and conclusion 

 
2: Interpretive Lenses: Find two interpretations of a passage involving an OT woman (journal 
articles, a passage from commentaries, etc.). One should be a feminist approach and one 
should be a non-feminist approach. Of course, there is a wide range of approaches within each 
category; some are more traditional or radical than others.  
 
In this assignment, each student will: 

1. evaluate the two interpretations in terms of their strengths and weaknesses, and the 
value of the conclusions they draw;  
2. Explain your own approach and offer your own interpretation, based on your 
understanding of the biblical text and drawing on other sources and your research. 
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3: Research Paper: This is especially recommended if you are planning to go on to a research 
degree or write a thesis (or if you have a particular topic in mind that you wish to write on). The 
topic of this research must be related to a woman character in the OT or an interpretive issue 
related to women or feminist interpretations. 
 **Topics and passages must be approved by the professor. 
 
There are two (2) options for the major assignment for Church and Culture specializations. 
Choose only one (1) of the following: 
 
1: Sermon (oral presentation) a video-taped sermon uploaded to YouTube or Vimeo. 
Beginning with the biblical text this sermon will expound a passage featuring a women 
character from the Old Testament and apply it to the contemporary context. Students must 
state who their audience is and the sermon must be relevant to the cultural context of the 
target audience. 
The sermon should be 20–30 minutes long and although it will be delivered orally it will include 
a written paper with an outline. The paper may be a combination of sentence, bullets/point 
form, paragraphs (it need not be a complete essay of the words you preach). This paper should 
be grammatically correct and include appropriate citation of sources employed.  
 
2: Interpretation/Application Paper:  
Students will select an OT passage that involves a woman character(s), interpret it, and suggest 
contemporary applications for the church. The paper should include 

1. A thesis statement  
2. Discussion of the historical and cultural context  
3. An exegesis of significant or controversial verses 
4. Contemporary theological reflections on the passage 
5. Suggestions for applications to the contemporary church, cultural context, missions, 

evangelism, etc. 
6. Conclusion 

 
**Topics and passages must be approved by the professor. 
 
There are three (3) options for the major assignment for Christian History and Worldview 
specializations. Choose only one (1) of the following: 
 
1: Historical Women Interpreters: 
Investigate a specific woman interpreter of scripture, contemporary or historical. In the paper, 
describe her context, her approach to biblical interpretation, her writing, and the way she was 
viewed by her contemporaries. Read some of her original material and comment evaluatively 
on it.  
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A good starting point for finding historic interpreters would be:  
 

Taylor, Marion Ann, and Agnes Choi. Handbook of Women Biblical Interpreters: A 
Historical and Biographical Guide (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2012).  

 
**Many of the works of historical interpreters are readily available online. 
 
For more contemporary women interpreters see:  
 

Day, Linda, and Carolyn Pressler, eds. Engaging the Bible in a Gendered World: An 
Introduction to Feminist Biblical Interpretation in Honor of Katharine Doob Sakenfeld 
(Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox, 2006)  
 
Junior, Nyasha. An Introduction to Womanist Biblical Interpretation (Louisville, KY: 
Westminster John Knox, 2015).  

 
2: Historical Interpretation of OT Women: 
Read three historical approaches to the interpretation of one specific woman in the OT. One 
may be contemporary. An electronic example from the McMaster catalogue is:  

 
Thompson, Henry Adams. Women of the Bible Consisting of Biographical and Descriptive 
Sketches of the Representative and More Important Women of Old Testament and New 
Testament Times, as Viewed in the Light of Our Present Day Civilization. Dayton, Ohio: 
U.B. Publishing, 1914.  
 

Also try old commentaries in the public domain, such as Matthew Henry’s (a example on 
Deborah http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/matthew-henry-
complete/judges/4.html). Of course, you only need to read the relevant parts of these sources. 
There are many more in our library and online. In a 6–7 page paper, describe how the 
theological interpretation of the role of this woman has changed over time. 
 
3: Worldview of a Movie: Select a contemporary movie that has a focus on a woman of the OT. 
This should not be a “Christian” movie/novel. For example, there are several movies called 
Samson and Delilah (1996, 2009, etc,), Esther (2000), Queen Esther, One Night with the King 
(2006), The Book of Esther (2013), The Book of Ruth (2010). Exodus movies (e.g., Exodus: Gods 
and Kings 2014) may portray Miriam, Jochebed, and Zipporah. Select one of these movies and 
watch it. In a paper of 6-7 pages, evaluate the worldview represented by the movie, and how it 
is similar to and/or different from your Christian worldview. Note: focus on the worldview; do 
not simply identify differences between the movie and the biblical story. 
 
  

http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/matthew-henry-complete/judges/4.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/matthew-henry-complete/judges/4.html
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Style  
All stylistic considerations (including but not limited to questions of formatting, footnotes, and 
bibliographic references) must conform to the McMaster Divinity College Style Guidelines for 
Essays and Theses https://mcmasterdivinity.ca/resources-forms/mdc-style-guide/ 
Failure to observe appropriate form will result in grade reductions.  
All papers to be submitted in electronic format only (a pdf file)—no hardcopies! Upload 
assignments to the appropriate folder in A2L. Include your last name in the file name of your 
attachment (e.g., evans.researchpaper.pdf). To avoid late marks papers must be received by 
11:59pm on which they are due. Late assignments receive no critical feedback. 
 

Policy concerning late papers 
Extensions for papers will not be given except in very exceptional circumstances. (serious 
illness, family crises, etc.). Busy-ness, computer problems etc. are not legitimate reasons to 
grant extensions and in the interests of fairness any request for extensions will take into 
account the entire class. Late assignments will be docked at the rate of 2% per day for the first 
7 days (including weekends) and 4% per day after that. All assignments must be received by 
July 15 in order to avoid a failing grade in the class. Late assignments receive no critical 
feedback. 
 

Gender Inclusive language 
McMaster Divinity College uses inclusive language for human beings in worship services, 
student written materials, and all its publications. It is expected that inclusive language will be 
used in chapel services and all MDC assignments. In reference to biblical texts, the integrity of 
the original expressions and the names of God should be respected, but you will need to use 
gender-inclusive language for humans, and you will need to quote from a gender-inclusive 
version such as, for example, the following: NRSV (2021), NCV (1991), TEV/GNB/GNT (1992), 
CEV (1995), NLT (1996), NIV (2011), and the CEB (2011).   
 

AODA 
In accordance with the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act (AODA), the content of this 
course is intended to be accessible to all students who are enrolled in the course, including those 
with disabilities. If a student requires accommodation to participate fully in this course, that 
student is to contact SAS at McMaster University, who will then work directly with the McMaster 
Divinity College Registrar to negotiate reasonably appropriate accommodation for the student. 
The MDC Registrar will communicate with faculty regarding necessary accommodations. Please 
note that an accommodation is not retroactive and must be requested in advance to allow 
sufficient time for implementation.  
 

Academic Honesty 
Academic dishonesty is not qualitatively different from other types of dishonesty. It consists of 
misrepresenting the ownership of written work by deception or by other fraudulent means. In 
an academic setting this may include any number of forms such as: copying or using unauthorized 
aids in tests, examinations; plagiarism, i.e., submitting work that is not one’s own (regardless of 
the means of its production) but passing it off as if it is; submitting work for credit in a course for 

https://mcmasterdivinity.ca/resources-forms/mdc-style-guide/
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which credit is being or has already been given, unless the previously submitted work was 
presented as such to the instructor of the second course and has been deemed acceptable for 
credit by the instructor of that course; aiding and abetting another student’s dishonesty; giving 
false information for the purposes of gaining admission or credit; giving false information for the 
purposes of obtaining deferred examinations or extension of deadlines; forging or falsifying 
McMaster University or McMaster Divinity College documents.  

Disclaimer: This syllabus is the property of the instructor and is prepared with currently 
available information. The instructor reserves the right to make changes and revisions up to 
and including the first day of class.  

Class Schedule 

Wk Date CLASSROOM EXPERIENCES CONTENT Reading Assignment 
Due 

1 May 13–18 

Introduce yourself on Avenue to 
Learn discussion thread 

Introduction to Feminist 
Biblical Scholarship 

*Lapsley ch. 1 
*Meyers - Feminist 
Biblical Scholarship 
*Meyers - 
Introduction to the 
Bible  

-- 

2 May 19–25 Avenue to Learn asynchronous 
discussions of readings and lecture 

video 
 

Women in Genesis 1–11 

*Lapsley ch. 2 
*Meyers - The 
Hebrew Bible 
*Relevant entries of 
women being 
studied 

-- 

3 May 26–
Jun 1 Avenue to Learn asynchronous 

discussions of readings and lecture 
video 

Women in the 
Pentateuch 

 

*Lapsley ch. 3 
*Meyers - Names 
and Naming in the 
Ancient World  
*Meyers - Relevant 
entries of women 
being studied 

*Article 
discussion 
this week 

4 June 2–8 Avenue to Learn asynchronous 
discussions of readings and lecture 

video 

Women in the Historical 
Books 

*Lapsley ch. 3 
*Meyers - Relevant 
entries of women 
being studied 

*Critical Book 
Review due 

June 8 

5 June 9–15 Avenue to Learn asynchronous 
discussions of readings and lecture 

video 

Women in the Historical 
Books 

*Lapsley ch. 4 
*Meyers - Relevant 
entries of women 
being studied 

 

 June 16–
22 

Avenue to Learn asynchronous 
discussions of readings and lecture 

video 
Women in the Prophets 

*Meyers -Relevant 
entries of women 
being studied 

*Virtual 
Presentation 
due June 21 

 June 23–
29 Avenue to Learn asynchronous 

discussions of readings and lecture 
video 

Women in the Writings 

*Lapsley ch. 5 
*Meyers - Relevant 
entries of women 
being studied 

*Reflective 
paper due 
August 31 
* Major 
Assignment 
Due August 
31 
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Critical Book Review Guideline 
 
I. The Book Review of Phyllis Trible: Texts of Terror should roughly follow this format:  
Summary of Content:  3-4 Pages 
Critique of Content  2-3 Pages 
Personal Reflection  2-3 Pages 
Total=no more than 8 pages! Pages 9ff will not be read 
 
The following items are rated according to the following scale:  
1 = poor/inadequate; 2 = adequate; 3 = good/more than adequate; 4 = very good; 
5 = excellent/superior. 
 
 Summary of Content (noted key concepts etc.)  1  2  3  4  5 
 Quality of Critique (evidence of critical thought)  1  2  3  4  5  
 Reflective Thought (theological depth, sensitivity)  1  2  3  4  5 
 Literary Style (awkward, wordy, repetitive)    1  2  3  4  5 
 Grammar/Spelling       1  2  3  4  5 
 Neatness/Presentation     1  2  3  4  5 
  
  
§ Note: this is a simple evaluation tool to assist in paper assessment. The categories are not 
weighted equally, and thus are not added together or averaged to calculate your grade. 
 
II. The following need attention if checked 
 
□ Use inclusive language □ The paper is too long/too short 
□ Write a unified essay □ Edit your paper more thoroughly 
□ Line spacing, Font size, Margins, Page 
numbers etc. need attention 

□ The paper needs balance 
□ Follow MDC Style guide 

□ Cite primary resources correctly/ 
consistently (e.g., Gen 1:26; Gen 1; etc.) 

□ Cite secondary resources correctly/ 
consistently 
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Major Assignment Evaluation Guidelines 
 
I. The next items are rated according to this scale: 1 = inadequate; 2 = adequate;  
3 = good; 4 = very good; 5 = superior. 
 

Bibliographic consciousness    1   2   3   4   5 
 Range and Use of Sources    1   2   3   4   5  
 Clarity in Defining Issues    1   2   3   4   5 
 Strength of Argument     1   2   3   4   5 
 Awareness of Exegetical Issues   1   2   3   4   5 
 Accuracy of Data and Assertions   1   2   3   4   5 
 Analysis /Critical Thinking     1   2   3   4   5 
 Introduction (Thesis Statement /Clear Issue)  1   2   3   4   5 
 Development of Thesis (focus)     1   2   3   4   5 
 Literary Style (awkward, wordy, repetitive)  1   2   3   4   5 
  Organization/coherence of ideas   1   2   3   4   5 

Grammar/Spelling     1   2   3   4   5 
 Neatness/Presentation    1   2   3   4   5 
  
§  Note: this is a simple evaluation tool to assist in paper assessment.  The categories are not 
weighted equally, and thus are not added together or averaged to calculate your grade. 
 
II.  The following need attention if so indicated 
 
□  Use inclusive language □  The paper is too long/too short 
□  Write a unified essay □  Edit your paper more thoroughly 
□ Line spacing, Font size, Margins, Page 
numbers etc. need attention 

□  The paper needs balance 
□  Follow MDC Style guide 

□  Cite primary resources correctly/ 
consistently (e.g., Gen 1:26; Gen 1; etc.) 

□  Cite secondary resources correctly/ 
consistently 

 
 
 
  



 11 

 
Selected Bibliography 

 
Ackerman, Susan. Warrior, Dancer, Seductress, Queen: Women in Judges and Biblical Israel. The 

Anchor Bible Reference Library. 1st ed. New York: Doubleday, 1998. 
 
Assis, Elie. “Man, Woman, and God in Judg 4.” SJOT 20 (2006) 110-24. 
 
Bach, Alice. Women, Seduction, and Betrayal in Biblical Narrative. Cambridge, UK; New York, 

NY: Cambridge University Press, 1997. 
 
Bal, Mieke. “A Body of Writing: Judges 19.” Continuum (St. Xavier College (Chicago, Ill) 1 (1991) 

110-26. 
 
–––––. Death and Dissymmetry: The Politics of Coherence in the Book of Judges. Chicago Studies 

in the History of Judaism. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1988. 
 
–––––. Lethal Love: Feminist Literary Readings of Biblical Love Stories. Indiana Studies in Biblical 

Literature. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1987. 
 
–––––. Murder and Difference: Gender, Genre, and Scholarship on Sisera's Death. Indiana 

Studies in Biblical Literature. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1988. 
 
Barton, William. A Catalogue of Virtuous Women Recorded in the Old & New Testament. 

London: [printed by] W. Godbid, for William Cooper at the Pellican in Little-Britain, 
1671. 
http://libaccess.mcmaster.ca/login?url=http://gateway.proquest.com/openurl?ctx_ver=
Z39.88-2003&res_id=xri:eebo&rft_val_fmt=&rft_id=xri:eebo:image:137595. 

 
Beavis, Mary Ann. “The Resurrection of Jephthah's Daughter: Judges 11:34-40 and Mark 5:21-

24, 35-43.” Catholic Biblical Quarterly 72 (2010) 46-62. 
 
Beller, David. “A Theology of the Book of Esther.” Restoration Quarterly 39 (1997) 1-15. 
 
Bellis, Alice Ogden. Helpmates, Harlots, and Heroes: Women's Stories in the Hebrew Bible. 2nd 

ed. Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox, 2007. 
 
Berlin, Adele. Lamentations: A Commentary. The Old Testament Library. Louisville, KY: 

Westminster John Knox, 2002. 
 
Beuken, W. A. M. “No Wise King without a Wise Woman (I Kings Iii 16-28).” In New Avenues in 

the Study of the Old Testament, 1-10. Leiden: Brill, 1989. 
 
 

http://libaccess.mcmaster.ca/login?url=http://gateway.proquest.com/openurl?ctx_ver=Z39.88-2003&res_id=xri:eebo&rft_val_fmt=&rft_id=xri:eebo:image:137595
http://libaccess.mcmaster.ca/login?url=http://gateway.proquest.com/openurl?ctx_ver=Z39.88-2003&res_id=xri:eebo&rft_val_fmt=&rft_id=xri:eebo:image:137595


 12 

Bird, Phyllis A. “The Harlot as Heroine: Narrative Art and Social Presupposition in Three Old 
Testament Texts.” Semeia 46 (1989) 119-39. 

 
Bland, Dave. “God's Activity as Reflected in the Books of Ruth and Esther.” Restoration 

Quarterly 24 (1981) 129-47. 
 
Block, Daniel I. “Deborah among the Judges: The Perspective of the Hebrew Historian.” In Faith, 

Tradition, and History, 229-53. Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 1994. 
 
Blotz, Joseph W. “Bitterness and Exegesis: A Feminist Exegesis of the Book of Ruth.” Currents in 

Theology and Mission 32 (2005) 47. 
 
Brenner, Athalya. Are We Amused?: Humour About Women in the Biblical Worlds. JSOTSup 383. 

New York: T & T Clark, 2003. 
 
–––––. A Feminist Companion to Judges. Feminist Companion to the Bible 4. Sheffield: JSOT, 

1993. 
 
–––––. The Israelite Woman: Social Role and Literary Type in Biblical Narrative. Cornerstones. 

2nd ed. New York: Bloomsbury T & T Clark, 2015. 
 
–––––. “Naomi and Ruth : Further Reflections.” In Feminist Companion to Ruth, 140-44. 

Sheffield: JSOT, 1993. 
 
–––––. “To See Is to Assume: Whose Love Is Celebrated in the Song of Songs?”. Biblical 

Interpretation 1 (1993) 265-84. 
 
Brooke, George J. Women in the Biblical Tradition. Studies in Women and Religion. Lewiston, 

NY: Mellen, 1992. 
 
Camp, Claudia V. “The Wise Women of 2 Samuel: A Role Model for Women in Early Israel?”. 

Catholic Biblical Quarterly 43 (1981) 14–29. 
 
Carr, David McLain. “Gender and the Shaping of Desire in the Song of Songs and Its 

Interpretation.” Journal of Biblical Literature 119 (2000) 233-48. 
 
Carr, G. Lloyd. “Is the Song of Songs a “Sacred Marriage” Drama.” Journal of the Evangelical 

Theological Society 22 (1979) 103-14. 
 
Chisholm, Robert B., Jr. “The Role of Women in the Rhetorical Strategy of the Book of Judges.” 

In Integrity of Heart, Skillfulness of Hands, 34–49. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1994. 
 
 
Conway, Mary L. “Daughter Zion: Metaphor and Dialogue in the Book of Lamentations.” In 



 13 

Daughter Zion: Her Portrait, Her Response, edited by Mark J. Boda, Carol J. Dempsey and 
LeAnn Snow Flesher. Ancient Israel and Its Literature 13, 101-26. Atlanta, GA: Society of 
Biblical Literature, 2012. 

 
Evans, Paul S. “Anne Wharton (1665-85).” Pages 524–526 in Handbook of Women Biblical 

Interpreters. Edited by Marion Taylor and Agnes Choi. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 
2012. 

 
Exum, J. Cheryl. “Feminist Criticism: Whose Interests Are Being Served?”. In Judges and 

Method, edited by Gale A. Yee, 65–90. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1995. 
 
–––––. “'Mother in Israel': A Familiar Story Reconsidered.” In Feminist Interpretation of the 

Bible, 73–85. Philadelphia, PA: Westminster, 1985. 
 
–––––. Plotted, Shot, and Painted: Cultural Representations of Biblical Women. JSOTSup. 215. 

Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1996. 
 
–––––. Fragmented Women: Feminist (Sub)Versions of Biblical Narratives. JSOTSup. 163. 

Sheffield: JSOT, 1993. 
 
Fewell, Danna Nolan, and David M. Gunn. “Controlling Perspectives: Women, Men, and the 

Authority of Violence in Judges 4-5.” Journal of the American Academy of Religion 58 
(1990) 389–411. 

 
Fox, Michael V. “Love, Passion, and Perception in Israelite and Egyptian Love Poetry.” Journal of 

Biblical Literature 102 (1983) 219-28. 
 
Frymer-Kensky, Tikva Simone. Reading the Women of the Bible. 1st ed. New York: Schocken 

Books, 2002. 
 
Fuchs, Esther. “Marginalization, Ambiguity, Silencing : The Story of Jephthah's Daughter.” 

Journal of Feminist Studies in Religion 5 (1989) 35. 
 
Gafney, Wilda. Daughters of Miriam: Women Prophets in Ancient Israel. Minneapolis, MN: 

Fortress, 2008. 
 
Gallares, Judette A. Images of Faith: Spirituality of Women in the Old Testament. Maryknoll, NY: 

Orbis, 1994. 
 
Genest, Olivette, and Madeleine Beaumont. “Feminist Theories in the Interpretation of the 

Bible.” In Women Also Journeyed with Him, 25-50. Collegeville, MN: Liturgical, 2000. 
 
 
Gruber, Mayer I. The Women of Israel by Grace Aguilar: Two Volumes in One with a New 



 14 

Introduction and Commentary. Jewish Studies Classics. Piscataway, NJ: Gorgias, 2011. 
 
Guest, Pauline Deryn. “Dangerous Liaisons in the Book of Judges.” SJOT 11 (1997) 241-69. 
 
Hackett, Jo Ann. “Violence and Women's Lives in the Book of Judges.” Interpretation 58 (2004) 

356–64. 
 
Halton, Charles. “An Indecent Proposal: The Theological Core of the Book of Ruth.” SJOT 26 

(2012) 30-43. 
 
Ide, Arthur Frederick. Battered & Bruised: All the Women of the Old Testament. Woman in 

History Series. Las Colinas TX: Monument, 1993. 
 
Jacobson, Diane. “Redefining Family in the Book of Ruth.” Word & World 33 (2013) 5-11. 
 
Janzen, J. Gerald. “A Certain Woman in the Rhetoric of Judges 9.” JSOT 38 (1987) 33–37. 
 
Jobling, J'annine. Feminist Biblical Interpretation in Theological Context: Restless Readings. 

Ashgate New Critical Thinking in Theology & Biblical Studies. Aldershot, England; 
Burlington, VT: Ashgate, 2002. 

 
Jones-Warsaw, Koala. “Toward a Womanist Hermeneutic : A Reading of Judges 19-21.” Journal 

of the Interdenominational Theological Center 22 (1994) 18-35. 
 
Kooij, Arie van der. “On Male and Female Views in Judges 4 and 5.” In On Reading Prophetic 

Texts, 135-52. Leiden: Brill, 1996. 
 
Lapsley, Jacqueline E. Whispering the Word: Hearing Women's Stories in the Old Testament. 1st 

ed. Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox, 2005. 
 
Lee, Nancy C. The Singers of Lamentations: Cities under Siege, from Ur to Jerusalem to Sarajevo. 

Biblical Interpretation Series. Leiden; Boston: Brill, 2002. 
 
Luter, Boyd. “Love in a Fallen World: Further toward a Theology of the Song of Songs.” Criswell 

Theological Review 10 (2012) 53-65. 
 
Mandolfo, Carleen. Daughter Zion Talks Back to the Prophets : A Dialogic Theology of the Book 

of Lamentations. Semeia Studies. Atlanta: Society of Biblical Literature, 2007. 
 
Matthews, Victor H., Bernard M. Levinson, and Tikva Frymer-Kensky. Gender and Law in the 

Hebrew Bible and the Ancient near East. JSOTSup. 262. Sheffield Academic, 1998. 
 
McGeough, Kevin M. “Esther the Hero: Going Beyond “Wisdom” in Heroic Narratives.” Catholic 

Biblical Quarterly 70 (2008) 44-65. 



 15 

 
McKinlay, Judith E. “Meeting Achsah on Achsah's Land.” Bible & Critical Theory 5 (2009). 
 
Meredith, Christopher. “The Lattice and the Looking Glass: Gendered Space in Song of Songs 

2:8-14.” Journal of the American Academy of Religion 80 (2012) 365-86. 
 
Meyers, Carol L. Rediscovering Eve: Ancient Israelite Women in Context. New York: Oxford 

University Press, 2013. 
 
–––––. “The Roots of Restriction: Women in Early Israel.” Biblical Archaeologist 41 (1978) 91-

103. 
 
Meyers, Carol L., Toni Craven, and Ross Shepard Kraemer. Women in Scripture: A Dictionary of 

Named and Unnamed Women in the Hebrew Bible, the Apocryphal/Deuterocanonical 
Books, and the New Testament. Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin, 2000. 

 
Newsom, Carol A., Sharon H. Ringe, and Jacqueline E. Lapsley. Women's Bible Commentary. 3rd 

ed. Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox, 2012. 
 
O'Connor, Michael Patrick. “The Women in the Book of Judges.” Hebrew Annual Review 10 

(1986) 277-93. 
 
Rudman, Dominic. “Woman as Divine Agent in Ecclesiastes.” Journal of Biblical Literature 116 

(1997) 411-27. 
 
Ryan, Thomas. “Sex, Spirituality, and Pre-Modern Readings of the Song of Songs.” Horizons 28 

(2001) 81-104. 
 
Sakenfeld, Katharine Doob. Just Wives?: Stories of Power and Survival in the Old Testament and 

Today. 1st ed. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2003. 
 
Schneider, Tammi J. Mothers of Promise: Women in the Book of Genesis. Grand Rapids, MI: 

Baker Academic, 2008. 
 
Scholz, Susanne. Introducing the Women's Hebrew Bible. Introductions in Feminist Theology 13. 

London: T & T Clark, 2007. 
 
Smith, Polly Ashton. “Contrasts in Language Theory and Feminist Interpretation.” Union 

Seminary Quarterly Review 35 (1980) 89. 
 
Snyder, Josey Bridges. “Delilah and Her Interpreters.” In Women's Bible C0mmentary, edited by 

Carol A. Newsom, Sharon H. Ringe and Jacqueline E. Lapsley, 138-41. Louisville, KY: 
Westminster John Knox, 2012. 

 



 16 

Solvang, Elna. A Woman's Place Is in the House: Royal Women of Judah and Their Involvement 
in the House of David. JSOTSup. New York: Sheffield Academic, 2003. 

 
Stewart, Anne W. “Deborah, Jael, and Their Interpreters.” In Women's Bible Commentary, 

edited by Carol A. Newsom, Sharon H. Ringe and Jacqueline E. Laspsley, 128-32. 
Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox, 2012. 

 
–––––. “Jephthah's Daughter and Her Interpreters.” In Women's Bible Commentary, edited by 

Carol A. Newsom, Sharon H. Ringe and Jacqueline E. Lapsley, 133-37. Louisville, KY: 
Westminster John Knox, 2012. 

 
Taylor, Marion Ann, and Christiana de Groot. Women of War, Women of Woe: Joshua and 

Judges through the Eyes of Nineteenth-Century Female Biblical Interpreters. Grand 
Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2016. 

 
Thompson, Henry Adams. Women of the Bible Consisting of Biographical and Descriptive 

Sketches of the Representative and More Important Women of Old Testament and New 
Testament Times, as Viewed in the Light of Our Present Day Civilization. Dayton, Ohio: 
U.B. Publishing, 1914. 
http://books.scholarsportal.info/viewdoc.html?id=/ebooks/oca3/34/womenofbible00th
omuoft 

 
Tran, Thi Ly. “Expressions of the Particular Terms of Love in the Song of Songs.” SJOT 25 (2011) 

234-59. 
 
Trible, Phyllis. “Depatriarchalizing in Biblical Interpretation.” Journal of the American Academy 

of Religion 41 (1973) 30. 
 
–––––. “The Feminine Unconventional: Four Subversive Figures in Israel's Tradition.” 

Interpretation 46 (1992) 316. 
 
–––––. “Feminist Hermeneutics and Biblical Studies: Emerging Trends in Biblical Thought; 4th in 

a Series.” Christian Century 99-118 (1982) 116. 
 
–––––. God and the Rhetoric of Sexuality. Overtures to Biblical Theology 2. Philadelphia: 

Fortress, 1978. 
 
–––––. “The Healing Ministry of Miriam.” Living Pulpit 6 (1997) 1. 
 
–––––. “The Israelite Woman.” Journal of Biblical Literature 106 (1987) 700. 
 
–––––. “A Meditation in Mourning: The Sacrifice of the Daughter of Jephthah.” Union Seminary 

Quarterly Review 36 (1981) 59. 
 

http://books.scholarsportal.info/viewdoc.html?id=/ebooks/oca3/34/womenofbible00thomuoft
http://books.scholarsportal.info/viewdoc.html?id=/ebooks/oca3/34/womenofbible00thomuoft


 17 

–––––. “Ruth : A Text in Therapy.” Union Seminary Quarterly Review 51 (1997) 33. 
 
–––––. “Song of Songs.” Catholic Biblical Quarterly 42 (1980) 105. 
 
–––––. Texts of Terror: Literary-Feminist Readings of Biblical Narratives. Overtures to Biblical 

Theology. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1984. 
 
–––––. “Women, Law, and the Genesis Traditions.” Catholic Biblical Quarterly 43 (1981) 102. 
 
Yee, Gale A. “By the Hand of a Woman: The Metaphor of the Woman Warrior in Judges 4.” 

Semeia 61 (1993) 99–132. 
 
–––––. “Ideological Criticism: Judges 17–21 and the Dismembered Body.” In Judges and 

Method, edited by Gale A. Yee, 138–61. Minneapolis: Fortress, 2007. 
 
–––––. Judges and Method: New Approaches in Biblical Studies. Minneapolis, MN: Fortress, 

1995. 
 
–––––. Judges and Method: New Approaches in Biblical Studies. 2nd ed. Minneapolis, MN: 

Fortress, 2007. 
 
Yoder, John Charles. Power and Politics in the Book of Judges: Men and Women of Valor. 

Minneapolis, MN: Fortress, 2015. 
 
 
 


