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Romans 
 

McMaster Divinity College       Cynthia Long Westfall, Ph.D. 

NT 3P1350/NT 5P114      Email: westfal@mcmaster.ca 

  

  

Winter 2026 

In Person Class + Live Stream 

Wednesdays 11–12:50 p.m. 

Fyfe 

 
 

 

Course Description 

The New Testament Book of Romans is a foundational text; it has had a major impact on Christian 

theology and Church History; it is arguably among the most influential books in the Bible. It intellectually 

challenging, doctrinally informative, and at the same time. effective for spiritual formation. The course 

focuses on the content, interpretation, message, and application of the Epistle to the Romans. Students can 

expect to come away with a clear understanding of the Gospel, having explored the nature of faith and the 

Christian life.  

 

DPT Course (NT 5P114) 

DPT students who wish to take Romans as an advanced elective will contact the professor 

(westfal@mcmaster.ca) and together we will design a syllabus that fits your overall focus so that it will 

directly contribute to your practice-led research project. 

 

Specializations 

Biblical Studies (BS) 

Students taking the Book of Romans as a Biblical Studies (BS) course will closely study one of the 

richest and most influential books in the New Testament and has pride of place among the Pauline 

Epistles. It is an excellent text to learn and practice exegesis because it is beautifully laid out. It is held to 

contain the clearest and longest expression of Paul’s thought, and yet we will place Romans and 

understand it in its context of situation rather than treat it as a systematic theology. 

 

Church and Culture (CC) 

Students taking the Book of Romans as a Church and Culture (CC) course will find much of interest in 

Paul’s continual attention to the tensions and issues between the Jewish Christians and the Gentile 

Christians in the first century Roman church that was located at the heart of the Roman Empire. He 

clarifies his relationship to Judaism and models the integration of diverse races and cultures with different 

religious heritage into a church community. 
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Christian History and Worldview (CW) 

Students taking the Book of Romans for Christian History and Worldview (CW) are encountering a text 

that has left identifiable fingerprints on church history as a key text in its effect on major people and 

movement such as the conversion of Augustine and Martin Luther’s discovery of salvation by faith. 

Romans continues to play a central role in evangelical theology, thought and practice.  

 
Pastoral Studies (PS) 

Students taking the Book of Romans as a Pastoral Studies (PS) course will be able to equip themselves to 

teach and preach through a book that can be central to the discipleship of your congregation. Its content is 

theologically central for matters of faith as well as our understanding of the content of the gospel and it 

contains incredibly practical challenges and applications for spiritual transformation and living out our 

faith in a diverse church and culture. 

 

Course Objectives  

Specific Objectives – Through reading, lectures, discussion and the completion of assignments the student 

will: 

Knowing 

• Grasp the message and structure of Romans as a whole and in terms of its component parts 

• Understand Romans in its social, historical, literary and religious Jewish Hellenistic context  

• Become familiar with critical views concerning introductory and exegetical questions and identify 

the features in the text that illuminate the views  

• Understand Roman’s contribution to Pauline, Biblical and Systematic Theology 
 

Doing 

• Highlight the message and themes, exegete significant passages, and understand the major issues 

in the text and its interpretive problems   

• Apply the text to discipleship, community and/or ministry formation and consider strategies for its 

re-presentation in contemporary contexts 

• Through theological reflection, apply the content of Romans to one’s own deliberative theology 

 

Being: 

• Appreciate Paul’s distinctive theology and occasional goal(s)  

• Allow the text to motivate, form and transform faith, love, hope, righteousness, and worship 

• Become a resource to the church community in biblical understanding 

 

 Course Requirements 

Class Participation (15%)  

Student attendance and participation in interactive lectures and class and group discussions and activities 

is expected. Participation in online discussions is voluntary but encouraged and counts as participation. 

See Classroom Behavior: Attendance for a full explanation of the class policy. 

 

Reading (10%)  

Students are to read the portion of the assigned Romans text and the textbook (see Daily Schedule at the 

end). Be prepared to interact with the main issues in class. 

 

Read Romans three times. Be sure that you read the chapters in Romans at least once before they are 

discussed in class.  
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Each student will submit a simple reading report by 11:59 p.m., April 10, providing the percentage of 

the reading that has been completed (e.g. 100%). 

 

Textbooks and Materials 

Textbook: 

Gaventa, Beverly Roberts. Romans: A Commentary. NTL. Louisville, Kentucky: Westminster  

John Knox Press, 2024. 

 

Recommended:   

Keener, Craig S. Romans: A New Covenant Commentary. NCC 6. Eugene, OR: Cascade Books,  

2009. 

Moo, Douglas. The Epistle to the Romans. NICNT; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996. 

Osborne, Grant R. Romans (NTC). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2004. 

Porter, Stanley E. The Letter to the Romans: A Linguistic and Literary Commentary. Sheffield,  

UK: Sheffield, Phoenix, 2015. Suitable for those with Greek. 

 
Additional Materials  

Handouts for lectures (such as the PowerPoints) and any materials for class discussion will be 

made available before class online in A2L.  

 

Written Assignments 

All written assignments must be submitted in order to pass. 

 

Paper: Research or Exegetical (40%) 

 

1. Exegetical Paper (PS/BS) 

• Length & style: It should be no less than 4,000 words (15 pages) of text, excluding 

footnotes and bibliography. For all matters of style and form, consult the MDC Style Guide 

(see Style below). 

• Approach:  

o The student will follow the “Steps to Exegesis” posted on A2L. 

o The student will choose one of the key biblical texts of 10–12 verses that is central 

to gender and ministry. Guidelines for the exegetical procedure will be given in detail 

online, but briefly, complete your own preliminary research/study of the text in terms 

of its big idea, argument, and its relationship and contribution to the whole discourse 

before you interact with secondary sources. Carefully assess the options and state 

your position on controversial elements.   

o Research and documentation: The student should have a minimum of 15 sources 

in the bibliography, not counting the course’s texts. The footnotes should utilize the 

sources in the bibliography. 

 

2. Research Paper (PS/ CC/CW/BS) 

• Length & style: It should be no less than 4,000 words (15 pages), excluding footnotes and 

bibliography. For all matters of style and form, consult the MDC Style Guide (see Style). A 

PowerPoint presentation on how to write a research paper will be available on A2L. 

• Research and documentation: The student should have a minimum of 15 sources in the 

bibliography, not counting the course’s texts. The footnotes should utilize the sources in the 

bibliography. 
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• Approach: The student will choose a topic on women in ministry of special interest or a 

topic that equips them to meet their goals for the course and for their specialization. 

 
Profile Project & Presentation (35%) 

Each student will complete a project or paper designed to make the research accessible in a specific 

contemporary context, and present the project in the closing WebEx session.  

• The project will be due Friday, April 3 at 11:59 p.m., submitted to A2L (projects may be 

submitted in hard copy by arrangement). For all matters of style and form, consult the McMaster 

Divinity College Style Guidelines for Essays and Theses: https://mcmasterdivinity.ca/resources-

forms/mdc-style-guide/  

• Length & style: If written, it should be approximately 3,000 words (about 12 pages) of text, 

excluding footnotes and bibliography (but it could be longer if the nature of your project requires 

it). If it is a project, it should be somewhat comparable in time and effort to a 12 pg. research 

paper. 

• Each student will submit a written description of their project on A2L including the student’s 

specialization, the specific target audience, and a description of the project, due 11:59 p.m. on 

Friday, March 6. 

  

Ideal: Apply your research paper to your project! Some suggestions include: 

o A sermon on a passage in Romans 

o A study guide that will assist young adult learners in exploring or understanding all or part of 

Romans.  Include questions, explanations, directions and other material that both enlightens the 

text in its historical context and helps learners to connect the text with life today. 

o A movie presentation, critical review and discussion which encapsulates a theme of Romans with 

a modern metaphor.   

o A parable or allegory that utilizes significant or powerful contemporary imagery, symbols or 

metaphors that express the message and content of Romans. 

o A collection of poetry or songs that explore thought, themes and/or emotions in Romans. 

o An experience for a small group that simulates the situation of the recipients and the achievement 

of the goal(s) of the author. 

o A description of the connections between the characters, contexts and themes in your life story 

and Romans.  

Marking of the project will be based on: 

o How the message and content utilizes and applies Romans as the primary goal.  

o The appropriateness of the project for the identified target group,  

o The quality and proficient use of the medium 

o The estimated effort expended on the project (it should be nearly equal to the effort of a 

12 pg. exegetical paper). 
  

Grading Summary 

➢ Participation   15%  

➢ Reading   10%  

➢ Paper    40% 

➢ Project & Presentation  35% 

 

 

https://mcmasterdivinity.ca/resources-forms/mdc-style-guide/
https://mcmasterdivinity.ca/resources-forms/mdc-style-guide/
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Classroom Behavior 

Attendance 

• Students who are registered to be in-person do not have the option to livestream. The only 

exceptions will be in cases of illness with the professor’s permission. 

• Students who livestream are required to have their videos on during the class, and must be in a 

secure environment where they are able to give their full attention to the course. 

• Students should be on time to class or on site/online. If there are any issues, e-mail an explanation 

to the professor (copy GA Namhyo Kim: kimn34@mcmaster.ca in advance. 

• Students are expected to stay for the entire class session, unless arranged in advance. Partial 

attendance will be counted as an absence. 

• More than 2 absences may result in a penalty. More than 4 absences will result in a failure of the 

course. 

o 2 absences allow leeway in challenges due to issues such as illness, weather, and power 

outages. Students are expected to get the information they missed from A2L and peers. 

o After 2 absences there will be a 5% penalty for each of the next two absences. However, in 

special cases such as illness the penalty may be waived.  

o 4 absences constitute more than 30% of the course and will result in the failure of the course 

regardless of the nature of the challenges.  

 

Participation 

• Please respect the opinions of others without disrespect or ridicule, even if you do not agree with 

them. However, feel free to respond logically and critically in an orderly manner. 

• Students are not expected to be doing work on any other subject except what is appropriate in the 

course outline. 

• Students are not to carry on off-topic conversations in class or while they are livestreaming. 

• Students are not to access e-mail, take or make phone calls, send or receive text messages, surf the 

net, etc., while class is in session. 

• Students may eat or drink in class if they do not distract others and they clean up their desks. 

 

Students who fail to respect these guidelines may lose participation points impacting their grade and/or be 

dismissed from the class. 

 

Late Assignments lose 2% each day for 7 days, and then 5% a day up to 30%. However, no assignments 

will be accepted after 11:59 p.m., December 12. 

 

Bookstore  

All required textbooks for this class are available from the Hurlburt Family Bookstore located beside the 

entrance to the Nathaniel H. Parker Memorial Chapel of McMaster Divinity College. To purchase in 

advance, you may contact the bookstore manager, Bernice Quek, by phone at 416.620.2934 or 

416.668.3434 (mobile); or by email at books@readon.ca. The Hurlburt Family Bookstore also carries 

other books and merchandise and is open throughout the academic year during posted hours. 

  

Academic Honesty 

Academic dishonesty is not qualitatively different from other types of dishonesty. It consists of 

misrepresenting the ownership of written work by deception or by other fraudulent means. In an academic 

setting this may include any number of forms such as: copying or using unauthorized aids in tests, 

examinations; plagiarism, i.e., submitting work that is not one’s own (regardless of the means of its 
production, including AI) but passing it off as if it is; submitting work for credit in a course for which 

credit is being or has already been given, unless the previously submitted work was presented as such to 

mailto:kimn34@mcmaster.ca
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the instructor of the second course and has been deemed acceptable for credit by the instructor of that 

course; aiding and abetting another student’s dishonesty; giving false information for the purposes of 

gaining admission or credit; giving false information for the purposes of obtaining deferred examinations 

or extension of deadlines; forging or falsifying McMaster University or McMaster Divinity College 

documents.  

A special note about AI: You are expected to do your own thinking and to write your own papers, etc., 

and not to have AI do this work for you. There may be value in using an AI tool to help you locate and 

collate resources or to help you “tidy up” your English grammar, usage, and mechanics, especially if 

English is not your native language. However, using AI to create content for you and then submitting that 

content as if you created it is considered plagiarism (i.e., submitting work that is not one’s own as if it is 

one’s own) and is a violation of the academic honesty policy.  

 

AODA 

In accordance with the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act (AODA), the content of this 

course is intended to be accessible to all students who are enrolled in the course, including those with 

disabilities. If a student requires accommodation to participate fully in this course, that student is to 

contact SAS at McMaster University, who will then work directly with the McMaster Divinity College 

Registrar to negotiate reasonably appropriate accommodation for the student. The MDC Registrar will 

communicate with faculty regarding necessary accommodations. Please note that an accommodation is 

not retroactive and must be requested in advance to allow sufficient time for implementation. 

 

Gender Inclusive Language  

McMaster Divinity College uses inclusive language for human beings in worship services, student written 

materials, and all its publications. It is expected that inclusive language will be used in chapel services 

and all MDC assignments. In reference to biblical texts, the integrity of the original expressions and the 

names of God should be respected, but you will need to use gender-inclusive language for humans, and 

you will need to quote from a gender-inclusive version such as, for example, the following: NRSVue 

(2022), TEV/GNB/GNT (1976), CEV (1995), NLT (1996), NIV (2011), and the CEB (2011).  

 

Style 

All stylistic considerations (including but not limited to questions of formatting, footnotes, and 

bibliographic references) must conform to the McMaster Divinity College Style Guidelines for Essays 

and Theses: https://mcmasterdivinity.ca/resources-forms/mdc-style-guide/  

Failure to observe appropriate form will result in grade reductions.  

 

Absence Due to Illness  
If you must miss class due to an illness, you must contact me (via email) as soon as possible to let me 

know. Likewise, if I should become ill, I will communicate with you via A2L about how we will make up 

class sessions.  
Although much of the course content will be made available via A2L, it would still be a good idea to have 

a friend take notes for you, if possible.  
  
Inclement Weather  
If on a class meeting day MDC closes due to inclement weather, I reserve the right to move the lessons 

and, where possible, class activities for the week to A2L (asynchronous format). This will help to ensure 

that we stay on target in the course.  
 

 

Appointments   

https://mcmasterdivinity.ca/resources-forms/mdc-style-guide/
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Contact me if I can assist you in any way via e-mail (most effective): westfal@mcmaster.ca   

Or…friend me on Facebook and send me a message! 

 

Office hours 

Mondays 12–2; Tuesdays 3-4, Thursdays 12-2.  

I am available by appointment in my office or for Zoom calls. 

 

Disclaimer 

This syllabus is the property of the instructor and is prepared with currently available information. The 

instructor reserves the right to make changes and revisions up to and including the first day. 
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Romans Course Schedule, 2026 
 

DATE Course Outline 

 

Gaventa 

Jan 7 Intro to course/syllabus 

Introduction to Romans: Issues and Contexts 

1–19 

Jan 14 Romans 1 

People (especially Romans and Paul) Need the Lord  

 

21–72 

Jan 21 Romans 2-3 

Without Excuse & All in the Same Boat 

 

72–124 

Jan 28 Romans 4 

Abraham’s True Descendants  

 

124–36 

Feb 4 Romans 5 

Peace with God, Winning over Sin and Death 

 

137–65 

Feb 11 Romans 6 

Changing Allegiance 

 

165–91 

Feb 18 

 

Reading Week—No Class 

 

 

Feb 25 Romans 7 

The Problem of Being Ruled by Law 

Paper due 11:59 p.m., Friday, Feb 27 

 

191–218 

March 4  Romans 8 

The Christian Life in the Spirit 

Project description due 11:59 p.m., Friday, March 6 

 

218–64 

March 11 Romans 9–11 

The Election and Salvation of God’s Historic People 

 

265–331 

March 18 Romans 12–13 

Living Together 

 

332–81 

March 25 Romans 14–15 

Mutual Edification in the Community 

 

381–426 

April 1 Romans 16 

Roman’s Closing and Valediction 

Project due 11:59 p.m., Friday, April 3 

426–45 

April 8 Presentations of Projects 

Reading report due 11:59 p.m., April 10 

 

 

 

. 
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 Commentaries on Romans 

The following is a selection of Roman commentaries and Pauline Theologies.  

Barrett, C.K., A Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans. BNTC. London: A. & C. Black, 1957. 

Barth, K., The Epistle to the Romans. Trans. E.C. Hoskyns. London: Oxford University Press, 1933. 

Bates, Matthew. Salvation by Allegiance Alone: Rethinking Faith, Works and the Gospel of Jesus  

the King. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2017. 

Beet, J.A., Commentary on St Paul’s Epistle to the Romans. London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1890. 

Black, M., Romans. NCB. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1973. 

Bruce, F.F., Romans. TNTC. 2nd ed. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1985. 

Bryan, C. A Preface to Romans. New York: Oxford University Press, 2000. 

Cranfield, C.E.B. A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans. ICC. 2 vols. 

Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1975, 1979. 

Dodd, C.H., The Epistle of Paul to the Romans. MNTC. London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1932. 

Dunn, John D.G., Romans. WBC 38AB. Waco, TX: Word, 1988. 

Fitzmyer, J.A. Romans. AB 33. New York: Doubleday, 1993. 

Gaventa, Beverly Roberts. Romans: A Commentary. NTL. Louisville, Kentucky: Westminster John Knox  

Press, 2024. 

_____. When in Romans: An Invitation to Linger with the Gospel according to Paul. Grand  

Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2016. 

Godet, F.L. Commentary on Romans. 1883. Reprint, Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel, 1977. 

Gorman, M.J. Participating in Christ: Explorations in Paul’s Theology and Spirituality. Grand  

Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2019. 

Hodge, C. Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans. Edinburgh: Elliot, 1864. 

Jewett, Robert. Romans. Hermeneia. Minneapolis, MN: Fortress, 2007. 

Johnson, L.T., Reading Romans: A Literary and Theological Commentary. New York: Crossroad, 1997. 

Käsemann, E. Commentary on Romans. Translated by G.W. Bromiley. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1980. 

_____, An die Römer. HNT 8a. Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 1974. 

Keener, Craig S. Romans: A New Covenant Commentary. NCC 6. Eugene, OR: Cascade Books, 2009. 

Keesmat, S.C. and B.J. Walsh. Disarming Romans: Resisting Empire, Demanding Justice. Grand 

Rapids, MI: Brazos Press, 2019. 

Kirk, J.R.K. Jesus Have I Loved, but Paul? A Narrative Approach to the Problem of Pauline Christianity.  

Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2012. 

Kuss, O. Die Briefe an die Römer, Korinther und Galater. RNT. Regensburg, de: Pustet, 1940. 

Lagrange, M.-J. Saint Paul épitre aux Romains. Paris: Gabalda, 1915. 

Leenhardt, F.J. The Epistle to the Romans: A Commentary. Translated by H. Knight. London: SCM Press, 

1961. 

Lenski, R.C.H. The Interpretation of St Paul’s Epistle to the Romans. Columbus: Wartburg, 1945. 

Lietzmann, H. An die Römer. HNT 8. 4th ed. Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 1933. 
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Luther, M. Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans. Translated by J.T. Mueller. London: Oliphants, 

1954. 

McKnight, S Reading Romans Backwards: A Gospel of Peace in the Midst of Empire. Waco,  

TX: Baylor University Press, 2019. 

Moo, D. The Epistle to the Romans. NICNT. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1996. 

Moo, D. J. Romans. NIVAC. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2000. 

Morris, L. The Epistle to the Romans. Pillar; Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1988. 

Nygren, A. Commentary on Romans. Translated by C.C. Rasmussen. London: SCM Press, 1952. 

O’Neill, J.C. Paul’s Letter to the Romans. Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1975. 

Osborne, G. R. Romans. NTC; Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2004. 

Porter, Stanley E. The Letter to the Romans: A Linguistic and Literary Commentary. Sheffield, UK:  

Sheffield, Phoenix, 2015 

Robinson, J.A.T. Wrestling with Romans. Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1979. 

Sanday, W. and A.C. Headlam. A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans. 

ICC. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1895. 

Schlatter, A. Romans: The Righteousness of God. Translated by S.S. Schatzmann. Peabody, MA: 

Hendrickson, 1995. Gottes Gerechtigkeit: Ein Kommentar zum Römerbrief. Stuttgart, de: Calwer, 

1952. 

Schlier, H. Der Römerbrief. HTKNT. Freiburg: Herder, 1977. 

Schreiner, T.R. Romans. BECNT. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 1998/2018. 

Stott, J. R. W. The Message of Romans. BST. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1994. 

Stuhlmacher, P. Paul’s Letter to the Romans: A Commentary. Translated by S.J. Hafemann; Louisville: 

Westminster John Knox, 1994. 

Talbert, C. H. Romans. SHBC. Macon, GA: Smyth & Helwys, 2002. 

Vaughan, C.J. St Paul’s Epistle to the Romans. London: Macmillan, 1880. 

Jackson, W. Reading Romans through Eastern Eyes: Honor and Shame in Paul’s Message and  

Mission. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2019. 

Ziesler, J. Paul’s Letter to the Romans. Philadelphia: Trinity Press International, 1989. 
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