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COURSE DESCRIPTION

The book of Acts tells the story of a bunch of people trying to make sense of what God is doing. The book
has played (and continues to play) an important role in shaping the church’s sense of its identity and
mission. This course is primarily an exegetical study of the book of Acts. It will examine the book’s historical,
literary, and theological qualities, and will situate these within relevant first-century contexts. It will also
involve a sustained discussion of how the message of Acts can be heard, considered, and integrated into
the life of the church today.

Students in 3P1400 will apply their knowledge of Greek to the study of the Acts of the Apostles.

SPECIALIZATIONS
NT 3P1230 is available as a Biblical Studies (BS) or Church & Culture (CC) specialization.

~c Students taking 3P1230 as a Biblical Studies (BS) course will be encouraged to explore the
historical and cultural settings of Acts, as well as recent discussions surrounding the interpretation
of its contents.

~c Students taking 3P1230 as a Church & Culture (CC) course will be encouraged to explore Acts
from a sociological perspective, to better understand how it frames the early Jesus movement’s
expansion into the wider Greco-Roman world.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Through their active participation in this course, students will:

KNOWING
e Remember the story told in the book of Acts;
e Become familiar with introductory issues and scholarly debates concerning the book of Acts;
e Understand the major theological themes of the book of Acts;
e Better understand how Greek grammar enables the creation of coherent Greek texts (NT
3P1400);
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BEING

e Appreciate the importance of participating in respectful discussions about biblical texts;

e Become self-aware as a modern reader of the Bible, recognizing both the antiquity of the texts
and the various ways in which contemporary life influences our understanding of it;

e Embody the mission that is so central to the book of Acts;

e Have the ability to quickly locate reliable scholarly resources that discuss a particular NT book or
passage;

e Have the ability to ask key questions in order to explore the meaning of a NT book or passage;

e Have the ability to reflect canonically, theologically, and contextually so as to explore how people
can/should understand the New Testament today;

e Have the ability to exegete a Greek text in a way that responsibly relates its grammar to all of the
other things that are significant for interpretation (NT 3P1400).

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

This is a graduate-level seminar, so students are expected to attend class and to participate in class
discussions. Students who consistently fail to attend class will not be eligible for a passing grade in the
course. If an absence is unavoidable, please email me in advance to explain your situation. If you are an in-
person student and you are ill, you should email me in advance even if you plan to attend class online.

In addition, students are required to complete all of the course assignments. Failure to complete an
assignment may serve as grounds for failure of the course. All assignments must be formatted according to
the MDC Style Guide (i.e. standard page layout, appropriate citation formatting, proper spelling, etc.).

Written assignments must be submitted via Avenue to Learn (A2L) prior to the relevant due date (see
schedule below and/or A2L). Unless alternative arrangements are made in advance, a penalty of 2% per day
will be applied to all late assignments. Late submissions (even ones with an extension) will not receive
detailed comments from the professor and may not be returned at the same time as work submitted on
time. Assignments cannot be submitted after the final week of class without written permission from the
Office of the Registrar (mdcreqg@mcmaster.ca).

SELF-REFLECTIONS (10% INITIAL + 10% CONCLUDING) — 3P1230 (ENGLISH)

At the beginning of the semester, you will briefly describe how you view the Acts of the Apostles and how
you understand the book’s relevance today. Please note the first person is an integral part of these
assignments. You should not just talk about Acts; the goal is to reflect on your understanding of Acts.

At the end of the semester, the same assignment will be repeated. Your concluding reflection need not
offer a totally changed perspective on Acts, but it should somehow convey the influence that the course
has had on your understanding. To prepare for your concluding reflection, | suggest that you re-read your
original reflection. Then, take a moment to reflect on your own learning, to observe how you have matured
in your understanding, and to ponder how you might continue your learning after the conclusion of the
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course. Please state specific areas of growth in your understanding of the book of Acts and its implications
for today, mention the elements of the course that facilitated this growth, and set specific goals for the
future.

Your initial reflection must be no longer than 750 words. The concluding reflection must be no longer
than 1,500 words.

READING RESPONSES (4% EACH X 5 =20%) — 3P1230 (ENGLISH)

For each assigned reading report, students will demonstrate their completion of the assigned reading in
Called to Be Church by writing a brief 1-2 paragraph response to the reading (approx. 150-200 words) that
describes how the reading has informed or challenged your understanding of Acts. Although you need not
agree with the content of what you read, you must interact with specific details from the reading. No
bibliography is needed; simply list page numbers where relevant either in your paragraph (e.g. “On page 4,
it says...”) or in parentheses (e.g. “I liked such-and-such [p. 4]”). Reading responses are due according to
the schedule below. No title page is needed; you can simply copy and paste your paragraph(s) from Word
into the A2L text box.

RESEARCH REPORTS (20% EACH X 3 = 60%) — 3P1230 (ENGLISH)

The main research work in this class will take the form of three research reports. Your tasks will be: (1) to
find reliable scholarly sources; (2) to read them; (3) to evaluate them relative to one another; and (4) to
integrate them into your existing knowledge. Your goals in doing this are to better understand: (a) the
world depicted within the narrative of Acts; (b) the voice of Acts both historically and canonically; and (c)
the world today and the ways that Acts speaks to it, with each of the three reports focused on one of
these goals.

Detailed instructions and rubrics for this assignment will be made available on A2L. Please note that all
reports must be formatted according to the MDC Style Guide (i.e. standard page layout, appropriate
citation formatting, proper spelling, etc.). Each report should be approximately 2,500 words in length,
including a bibliography of at least 10 academic sources. Each report must contain a clear thesis
statement, clearly defined sections with headings, and a bibliography.

The point of these reports is not merely to formulate or articulate opinions about Acts, but to
demonstrate the value of solid academic research. Accordingly, your aim in each report should be to
locate useful sources and to show their usefulness. This will require you to establish very clear
connections between your bibliography and the main body of your report.

FIRST REPORT

In your first report, you will investigate a scene from Acts to better understand what it means as a story.
Your primary topics should be the literary shape of the narrative and the general socio-cultural
background that is important to it. You are not concerned with the historicity of what is being narrated,
but with what the story seems to be trying to convey to its original readers, who will have been familiar
with the cultural world of the story and with first-century story-telling conventions. Your thesis statement
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should explain how your research into the ancient world clarifies the events depicted in Acts and their
significance.

SECOND REPORT

In your second report, you will investigate a scene from Acts to better understand where the story came
from, who told it, and why it was told. Your primary topics should be the function of your narrative within
Acts as a whole, within the early Christian community, and within the canonical context of the Bible as a
whole. Your goal is to better understand Acts as a voice that speaks from a certain perspective, offering a
certain way of making sense of God, the universe, and human beings. Your thesis statement should state
how your research into the ancient world clarifies the message of Acts.

THIRD REPORT

In your third report, you will investigate the interpretation of Acts within your world. Your primary topics
should be factors that influence how people hear the story of Acts today, such as religious factors (e.g.
the so-called “parting of the ways” between Judaism and Christianity), political factors (e.g. modern
democracy vs. autocracy), scientific factors (e.g. modern cosmology or medicine), theological factors (e.g.
the way your denominational tradition views spiritual gifts), etc. Your goal is to carefully consider the
convictions, questions, and concerns that modern individuals and communities bring into their reading of
the book of Acts. Your thesis statement should state how your research into the twenty-first century
clarifies how people understand Acts.

ORIENTATION TO DISCOURSE ANALYSIS (20%) — 3P1400 (GREEK)

Attendance at weekly meetings is expected, along with participation in class discussions. However, instead
of the regular weekly assigned reading, Greek exegesis students will read two books on discourse analysis:
(1) Gee’s Introducing Discourse Analysis, and (2) Runge’s Discourse Grammar. After reading these books,
students will write a brief 1,500 essay. It should draw upon (and cite) the assigned reading. It must offer a
definition of discourse analysis, a positive evaluation of its potential contributions to our understanding of
the New Testament, and a critical evaluation of the potential hazards that confront interpreters seeking to
implement it. The essay must be 1,500 words in length. NB: If a student has already read an assigned
reading for a previous course, alternative reading must be arranged in consultation with the professor
following the first day of class, and the essay must discuss how this alternative reading has challenged
and/or refined the student’s understanding of discourse analysis.

WEEKLY ASSIGNMENTS (80%) — 3P1400 (GREEK)

In keeping with the schedule below, Greek exegesis students will practice sight-reading by working
through assigned passages of the New Testament. They will also submit a weekly assignment that
interacts with the assigned passage. For the first half of the semester, these assignments will probe
grammatical issues of interpretive significance in consultation with lexicons/grammars and
handbooks/commentaries (e.g. structures and/or meanings of particular words or phrases or clauses). For
the second half of the semester, these assignments will probe linguistic patterns across longer passages.
Detailed instructions will be provided for each of these assignments on A2L.
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GRADING SUMMARY

NT 3P1230 (ENGLISH)

Self-Reflections (x2) 20%
Reading Responses (x5) 20%

Report #1 20%

Report #2 20%

Report #3 20%

Total 100%

NT 3P1400 (GREEK)

Orientation 20%
Weekly Assighments (10x) 80%
Total 100%
TEXTBOOKS

All students are required to possess a copy of the Bible in whatever language or translation is easiest for

the student to read.
English students are also required to possess:

Robinson, Anthony B., and Robert W. Wall. Called to Be Church: The Book of Acts for a New Day.
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2006.

Greek exegesis students are also required to possess:

A standard edition of the Greek New Testament, such as the Nestle-Aland Novum Testamentum Graece
(26th—28th ed.) or the UBS Greek New Testament (4th—5th ed.).

A suitable Greek—English lexicon (see list below).
Gee, James Paul. Introducing Discourse Analysis: From Grammar to Society. London: Routledge, 2018.

Runge, Steven E. Discourse Grammar of the Greek New Testament: A Practical Introduction for Teaching
and Exegesis. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 2010.

Greek exegesis students are recommended to have access to the following:

Omanson, Roger L. A Textual Guide to the Greek New Testament: An Adaptation of Bruce M. Metzger’s
Textual Commentary for the Needs of Translators. Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 2006.

All required textbooks for this class are available from the Hurlburt Family Bookstore located beside the
MDC chapel entrance. For advance purchase, you may contact READ On Bookstore, 5 International Blvd,
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Etobicoke, ON, M9A 3C3: phone 416.620.2934; mobile 416.668.3434; email books@readon.ca. Other
book services may also carry the texts.

SCHEDULE

NB: Every effort will be made to avoid cancelling classes, but if a class must be cancelled or moved fully
online then an announcement will be posted on Avenue to Learn (A2L). Please check for announcements

each week before coming on campus.

Assignments Due
(Monday @ 11:59pm) Class Meetings
Week
. (Tuesday @ 4pm)
NT 3P1230 (English) NT 3P1400 (Greek)
1 Acts: A Course Introduction
2 Initial Reflection E'xeget|cal Acts: A Literary & Theological Introduction
Assignment #1
Exegetical _ . . .
3 Assignment #2 Acts: A Historical & Geographical Introduction
Reading Response Exegetical .
“ B " (1:1-2:
4 (Chs. 1-3) Assignment #3 The Beginning of the Church” ( 47)
5 Reading Response Exegetical “The Church and the Jewish Authorities” (3:1—
(Chs. 4-6) Assignment #4 5:42)
Exegetical p . ” (610
6 Report #1 Assignment #5 The Church Begins to Expand” (6:1-9:31)
7 Reading Week (No Class)
g Reading Response Orientation to “The Beginning of the Gentile Mission” (9:32—
(Chs. 7-9) Discourse Analysis 12:25)
9 Reading Response Discourse Analysis | “The Mission to Asia Minor and Its Aftermath”
(Chs. 10-12) #1 (13:1-15:35)
Discourse Analysis “Paul’s Missionary Campaign in Macedonia
10 Report #2 #2 and Achaia” (15:36-18:17)
11 Reading Response Discourse Analysis “Paul’s Missionary Campaign in Asia” (18:18—
(Chs. 13-15) #3 20:38)
12 D|scours#e4Ana|yS|s “Paul’s Arrest and Imprisonment” (21:1-28:31)
13 Report #3 Discourse Analysis Summary and Impllcatl.or)s for Theology, Life,
#5 and Ministry
luding Reflecti
14 Concluding Re eFtlon Course Evaluation Concluding Discussions & Course Evaluations
Course Evaluation
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SUITABLE GREEK-ENGLISH LEXICONS

[BDAG:] Bauer, Walter, Frederick W. Danker, W. F. Arndt, and F. W. Gingrich. Greek-English Lexicon of the
New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature. 3rd ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
2000.

Danker, Frederick W. The Concise Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2009.

Diggle, James et al. The Cambridge Greek Lexicon. 2 Vols. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2021.

[LSJ:] Liddell, Henry George, Robert Scott, and Henry Stuart Jones. A Greek-English Lexicon. 9th ed.
Oxford: Clarendon, 1996. [Available @ http://www.tlg.uci.edu/Isj/] [8th edition available @
https://archive.org/details/cu31924012909697]

Liddell, Henry George, and Robert Scott. An Intermediate Greek-English Lexicon. Oxford: Clarendon Press,
1889. [Available @ https://archive.org/details/intermediategree00lidd]

Louw, J.P., and E.A. Nida, Greek—English Lexicon of the New Testament Based on Semantic Domains. 2
vols. New York: United Bible Societies, 1989.

Montanari, Franco. The Brill Dictionary of Ancient Greek. Leiden: Brill, 2015.

Thayer, J.H., A Greek—English Lexicon of the New Testament. New York: American Book Company, 1897.
[Available @ https://archive.org/details/04508981.1536.emory.edu]
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Divinity College Statement on Academic Honesty at:
http://www.mcmasterdivinity.ca/programs/rules-regulations

A useful guide to avoiding plagiarism is the Harvard Guide to Using Sources:
http://usingsources.fas.harvard.edu/icb/icb.do

In this course, we will be using a web-based service (Turnitin.com) for plagiarism detection and the
student’s continuation in the course represents his or her consent to the use of this service. If a student
has objections to the use of this service, alternate arrangements for assignment submission must be
made with the professor in advance of the assighnment deadlines.

A special note about Al: You are expected to do your own thinking and to write your own papers, etc.,
and not to have Al do this work for you. There may be value in using an Al tool to help you locate and
collate resources or to help you “tidy up” your English grammar, usage, and mechanics, especially if
English is not your native language. However, using Al to create content for you and then submitting that
content as if you created it is considered plagiarism (i.e., submitting work that is not one’s own as if it is
one’s own) and is a violation of the academic honesty policy.


http://www.mcmasterdivinity.ca/programs/rules-regulations
http://usingsources.fas.harvard.edu/icb/icb.do
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STYLE

All stylistic considerations (including but not limited to questions of formatting, footnotes, and
bibliographic references) must conform to the latest edition of the McMaster Divinity College Style
Guidelines for Essays and Theses:
https://www.mcmasterdivinwity.ca/sites/default/files/documents/mdcstyleguide.pdf

Failure to observe appropriate form will result in grade reductions.

GENDER INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE

McMaster Divinity College uses inclusive language for human beings in worship services, student written
materials, and all its publications. It is expected that inclusive language will be used in chapel services and
all MDC assignments. In reference to biblical texts, the integrity of the original expressions and the names
of God should be respected, but you will need to use gender-inclusive language for humans, and you will
need to quote from a gender-inclusive version such as, for example, the following: NRSVue (2022),
TEV/GNB/GNT (1976), CEV (1995), NLT (1996), NIV (2011), and the CEB (2011).

AODA

In accordance with the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act (AODA), the content of this course
is intended to be accessible to all students who are enrolled in the course, including those with
disabilities. If a student requires accommodation to participate fully in this course, that student is to
contact SAS at McMaster University, who will then work directly with the McMaster Divinity College
Registrar to negotiate reasonably appropriate accommodation for the student. The MDC Registrar will
communicate with faculty regarding necessary accommodations. Please note that an accommodation is
not retroactive and must be requested in advance to allow sufficient time for implementation.

This syllabus is for information only and remains the property of the respective professor. This syllabus is
prepared with the best information available, but the professor reserves the right to change the content
and format of the course.


https://www.mcmasterdivinwity.ca/sites/default/files/documents/mdcstyleguide.pdf
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