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COURSE DESCRIPTION

Martin Luther is infamous for calling the Epistle of James “a right strawy epistle,” but most Christians ignore
Luther’s straw man and embrace the Epistle as compelling and perennially relevant. Indeed, people often
memorize and cherish the words of James, finding in them a practical yet radical ethic that is akin to Jesus’s
teachings in the Sermon on the Mount. In this course, we will explore James’s teachings and reflect upon
their relevance for life in the twenty-first century. We will explore the emphasis that James places on
maturity and integrity as hallmarks of the human life lived well. We will also discuss the role that James the
Just played in early Judaism and in the early Christian movement.

Students in 3P1390 will apply their knowledge of Greek to the study of the Epistle of James.

SPECIALIZATIONS
NT 3P1250 is available as a Biblical Studies (BS) or Church and Culture (CC) specialization.

~< Students taking 3P1250 as a Biblical Studies (BS) course will be encouraged to explore the
historical and cultural settings of the Epistle, as well as recent discussions surrounding the
interpretation of its contents.

~c Students taking 3P1250 as a Church and Culture (CC) course will be encouraged to explore how
the message of the Epistle is relevant for Christian faith and practice in the 21 century, with a
special emphasis placed upon spiritual maturity, ethical integrity, and social justice.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Having completed this course successfully, students will:

KNOWING
e Remember the structure and content of the Epistle of James;
e Be familiar with introductory issues and scholarly debates concerning the Epistle;
e Understand the major theological and ethical teachings found in the Epistle;
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e Better understand how Greek grammar enables the creation of coherent Greek texts (NT

3P1390);
BEING
e Appreciate the importance of participating in critical and respectful discussions concerning
biblical texts;

e Be mindful of and sensitive to the historical and cultural environment in which the early church
first communicated the gospel;
e Embody the ethical seriousness that is so evident throughout the Epistle of James;

e Be able to read and understand books that engage with James in a critical manner;

e Be able to talk intelligently about James;

e Be able to explain and demonstrate how James is relevant to contemporary Christianity;

e Be cultivating habits of life that are consistent with the teachings of James;

e Have the ability to exegete a Greek text in a way that responsibly relates its grammar to all of the
other things that are significant for interpretation (NT 3P1390).

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

This is a graduate-level seminar, so students are expected to attend class and to participate in class
discussions. Students who consistently fail to attend class will not be eligible for a passing grade in the
course. If an absence is unavoidable, please email me in advance to explain your situation. If you are an in-
person student and you are ill, you should email me in advance even if you plan to attend class online.

In addition, students are required to complete all of the course assignments. Failure to complete an
assignment may serve as grounds for failure of the course. All assignments must be formatted according to
the MDC Style Guide (i.e. standard page layout, appropriate citation formatting, proper spelling, etc.).

Written assignments must be submitted via Avenue to Learn (A2L) prior to the relevant due date (see
schedule below and/or A2L). Unless alternative arrangements are made in advance, a penalty of 2% per day
will be applied to all late assignments. Late submissions (even ones with an extension) will not receive
detailed comments from the professor and may not be returned at the same time as work submitted on
time. Assignments cannot be submitted after the final week of class without written permission from the
Office of the Registrar (mdcreg@mcmaster.ca).

INITIAL ORIENTATION (10%) — 3P1250 (ENGLISH)

During the first week of class, you will read three brief journal articles (made available on A2L) that discuss
how particular communities have approached the interpretation of the Epistle of James. These articles will
help you to reflect thoughtfully on your own situatedness as a reader of the Bible. Having read them, you
will next read through the entire Epistle of James. Finally, you will spend some time reflecting on yourself
as a reader, identifying factors that (consciously or unconsciously) affect your interaction with the Epistle.
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Examples might include the influence of your ecclesial tradition, your past history of reading or studying
the letter, your socio-economic status, specific theological commitments that have bearing on key
passages, etc. The outcome of the exercise will be a 500-word reflection essay in which you introduce
yourself as a reader of the Bible and as a participant in the class. You will have a brief opportunity to share
the key insights of your initial orientation during the class meeting immediately following the due date.

SECONDARY READINGS AND CLASS DISCUSSIONS (20%) — 3P1250 (ENGLISH)

Throughout the semester, you must report your completion (or non-completion) of some assigned readings
that discuss the Epistle of James (see the schedule below; the McKnight commentary should be purchased,
but the other readings will be made available on A2L). These readings are essential to the class, not only
because they will stimulate you to think more carefully about James but also because they will form the
basis of our in-class discussions and your involvement in these discussions is a part of your final grade.

INFORMED RE-ORIENTATION (35%) — 3P1250 (ENGLISH)

At the midway point of the semester, you will write a well-researched essay in which you introduce the
Epistle of James as both an ancient letter and a work of sacred scripture. You should write as though you
are introducing the text to an uninformed reader who wishes to understand both where the letter came
from and why it is still regarded as important and transformative by contemporary readers. Nevertheless,
this is meant to be a graduate-level research paper. Your essay should be well-documented and should
properly cite not only the assigned readings but also other scholarly publications (such as academic
commentaries on the Epistle, general reference works such as dictionaries, encyclopedias, or NT
introductions, and peer-reviewed journal articles). It must articulate your own views while demonstrating
awareness of scholarly debates, giving reasons for your own views where there is debate. Major
introductory issues for discussion include authorship, audience, date, and provenance (each of which can
be implied and/or actual), as well as the genre/function of the text and its main themes/theology (i.e.
relationship to ideas or practices advocated in other Jewish and Greco-Roman writings). Your discussion of
James as sacred scripture should build an intelligent case for the ongoing relevance of the letter to a specific
twenty-first century community (of your own choosing), with explicit discussion of specific factors that
might be seen to complicate or problematize the ongoing relevance of the letter for that particular
community (e.g. delay of the Parousia, Christian anti-Judaism, non-Jewish and non-Torah-observant
readers, metaphysical naturalism, socio-economic status, etc.). The essay must be 3,000 words in length.

INTENTIONAL DISORIENTATION (35%) — 3P1250 (ENGLISH)

During the second half of the course, you will once again read the Epistle of James together with a recent
commentary on the text (i.e. McKnight) while we work our way through the letter as a class. Drawing upon
this engagement with the letter, you must produce five (5) thoughtful provocations of approximately 400
words each (one might say, “devotions,” except that this perhaps assumes too narrow an audience) in
which you cite the Epistle of James and then extend to your reader a similarly prophetic comfort or critique.
Your provocations must leverage the things that you have already learned in the course, so that they move
beyond thoughtless repetition of James and towards a thoughtful consideration of what God is saying today
in and through this ancient letter. Each application of James’s words should disrupt some (conscious or
unconscious) belief or habit that characterizes some contemporary group, but the details are entirely yours
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to choose. | am looking especially for penetrating “readings” of James and of the church and society today,
of the sort that might enable us to see ourselves and our circumstances in a new light.

ORIENTATION TO DISCOURSE ANALYSIS (20%) — 3P1390 (GREEK)

Attendance at weekly meetings is expected, along with participation in class discussions. However, instead
of the regular weekly assigned reading, Greek exegesis students will read two books on discourse analysis:
(1) Gee’s Introducing Discourse Analysis, and (2) Runge’s Discourse Grammar. After reading these books,
students will write a brief 1,500 essay. It should draw upon (and cite) the assigned reading. It must offer a
definition of discourse analysis, a positive evaluation of its potential contributions to our understanding of
the New Testament, and a critical evaluation of the potential hazards that confront interpreters seeking to
implement it. The essay must be 1,500 words in length. NB: If a student has already completed an assigned
reading for a previous course, alternative reading must be arranged in consultation with the professor
following the first day of class, and the essay must discuss how this alternative reading has challenged
and/or refined the student’s understanding of discourse analysis.

WEEKLY ASSIGNMENTS (80%) — 3P1390 (GREEK)

In keeping with the schedule below, Greek exegesis students will practice sight-reading by working through
assigned passages of the New Testament. They will also submit a weekly assignment that interacts with the
assigned passage. For the first half of the semester, these assignments will probe grammatical issues of
interpretive significance in consultation with lexicons/grammars and handbooks/commentaries (e.g.
structures and/or meanings of particular words or phrases or clauses). For the second half of the semester,
these assignments will probe linguistic patterns across longer passages. Detailed instructions will be
provided for each of these assignments on A2L.

GRADING SUMMARY

NT 3P1250 (ENGLISH)

Initial Orientation 10%
Reading & Discussions 20%
Informed Re-Orientation 35%
Intentional Disorientation 35%

Total 100%
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NT 3P1390 (GREEK)

Orientation 20%
Weekly Assignments (10x) 80%
Total 100%
TEXTBOOKS

All students are required to possess a copy of the Bible in whatever language or translation is easiest for

the student to read.
English students are also required to possess:
McKnight, Scot. The Letter of James. NICNT. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2011;
Additional electronic readings made available through Avenue to Learn (A2L).
Greek exegesis students are also required to possess:

A standard edition of the Greek New Testament, such as the Nestle-Aland Novum Testamentum Graece
(26th—28th ed.) or the UBS Greek New Testament (4th—5th ed.).

A suitable Greek—English lexicon (see list below).
Gee, James Paul. Introducing Discourse Analysis: From Grammar to Society. London: Routledge, 2018.

Runge, Steven E. Discourse Grammar of the Greek New Testament: A Practical Introduction for Teaching
and Exegesis. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 2010.

Greek exegesis students are recommended to have access to the following:

Omanson, Roger L. A Textual Guide to the Greek New Testament: An Adaptation of Bruce M. Metzger’s
Textual Commentary for the Needs of Translators. Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 2006.

All required textbooks for this class are available from the Hurlburt Family Bookstore located beside the
MDC chapel entrance. For advance purchase, you may contact READ On Bookstore, 5 International Blvd,
Etobicoke, ON, M9A 3C3: phone 416.620.2934; mobile 416.668.3434; email books@readon.ca. Other
book services may also carry the texts.
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SCHEDULE

NB: Every effort will be made to avoid cancelling classes, but if a class must be cancelled or moved fully
online then an announcement will be posted on Avenue to Learn (A2L). Please check for announcements

each week before coming on campus.

Reading Due Assignments Due
Tuesda 11:59pm
( * ve . pm) (Tuesday @ 11:59pm) Class Meetings
Week Can be skimmed
) ) (Wednesday @ 11:00am)
English Greek English Greek
(3P1250) (3P1390) (3P1250) (3P1390)
Course Syllabus
a_c. ?
1 Jas 1:1-5:90 Jas 1:1-5:20 Who Reads James?
George (2000) Exegetical
2 Allison (2014) Orientation Assignment #1 (Jas James the Just
Bauckham (1999) 1:2-15)
) Exegetical
3 Hértm (2005) Assignment #2 James and Judaism
Tiller (2005) (Jas 1:16-2:26)
) Exegetical
4 McKnight (1999) Gee Assignment #3 James and Jesus
Bauckham (2001) (Jas 3:1-4:12)
) Exegetical
*
5 lell?;[sr: ((22%%51)) Assignment #4 James and “Christianity”
(Jas 4:13-5:12)
6 Reading Week (No Class)
Exegetical
7 Land (2019) Runge Assignment #5 James and Paul
(Jas 5:13-20)
8 McKnight (pp. 1- Re-Orientation ‘Orlentatlon to ) The Epistle of James
58) Discourse Analysis
Jas 1:2—-15 Discourse Analysis
9 McKnight (pp. 59— Provocation #1 #1 Suffering and Trust
122) (Jas 1:2-15)
Jas 1:16-2:26 Discourse Analysis
10 McKnight (pp. Provocation #2 #2 Mercy and Torah
122-263) (Jas 1:16-2:26)
Jas 3:1-4:12 Discourse Analysis
11 McKnight (pp. Provocation #3 #3 Maturity and Integrity
264-366) (Jas 3:1-4:12)
Jas 4:13-5:12 Discourse Analysis
12 McKnight (pp. Provocation #4 #4 Wealth and Justice
366-429) (Jas 4:13-5:12)
Jas 5:13-20 Discourse Analysis
13 McKnight (pp. Provocation #5 #5 Healing and Community
430-461) (Jas 5:13-20)
14 Course Evaluation Course Evaluation Concluding Reflections
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SUITABLE GREEK-ENGLISH LEXICONS

[BDAG:] Bauer, Walter, Frederick W. Danker, W. F. Arndt, and F. W. Gingrich. Greek-English Lexicon of the
New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature. 3rd ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
2000.

Danker, Frederick W. The Concise Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2009.

Diggle, James et al. The Cambridge Greek Lexicon. 2 Vols. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2021.

[LSJ:] Liddell, Henry George, Robert Scott, and Henry Stuart Jones. A Greek-English Lexicon. 9th ed.
Oxford: Clarendon, 1996. [Available @ http://www.tlg.uci.edu/Isj/] [8th edition available @
https://archive.org/details/cu31924012909697]

Liddell, Henry George, and Robert Scott. An Intermediate Greek-English Lexicon. Oxford: Clarendon Press,
1889. [Available @ https://archive.org/details/intermediategree00lidd]

Louw, J.P., and E.A. Nida, Greek—English Lexicon of the New Testament Based on Semantic Domains. 2
vols. New York: United Bible Societies, 1989.

Montanari, Franco. The Brill Dictionary of Ancient Greek. Leiden: Brill, 2015.

Thayer, J.H., A Greek—English Lexicon of the New Testament. New York: American Book Company, 1897.
[Available @ https://archive.org/details/04508981.1536.emory.edu]

BIBLIOGRAPHY

HANDBOOKS & COMMENTARIES

Adam, A. K. M. James: A Handbook on the Greek Text. Baylor Handbook on the Greek New Testament.
Waco, TX: Baylor University Press, 2013.

Adamson, James B. The Epistle of James. New International Commentary on the New Testament. Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1976.

Allison, Dale C., Jr. The Epistle of James. International Critical Commentary. New York: Bloomsbury, 2013.

Blomberg, Craig L., and Mariam J. Kamell. James. Zondervan Exegetical Commentary on the New
Testament. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2008.

Brosend, William F., Il. James and Jude. New Cambridge Bible Commentary. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2004.

Burchard, Christoph. Die Jakobusbrief. Handbuch zum Neuen Testament. Tibingen: Mohr, 2000.

Davids, Peter H. James. New International Biblical Commentary 15. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1989.
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———. James: Wisdom of James, Disciple of Jesus the Sage. New Testament Readings. London: Routledge,
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Chilton, Bruce, and Craig A. Evans, eds. James the Just and Christian Origins. Supplements to Novum
Testamentum 98. Leiden: Brill, 1999.
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STATEMENT ON ACADEMIC HONESTY

Academic dishonesty is not qualitatively different from other types of dishonesty. It consists of
misrepresenting the ownership of written work by deception or by other fraudulent means. In an
academic setting this may include any number of forms such as: copying or using unauthorized aids in
tests, examinations; plagiarism, i.e., submitting work that is not one’s own (regardless of the means of its
production, including Al) but passing it off as if it is; submitting work for credit in a course for which credit
is being or has already been given, unless the previously submitted work was presented as such to the
instructor of the second course and has been deemed acceptable for credit by the instructor of that
course; aiding and abetting another student’s dishonesty; giving false information for the purposes of
gaining admission or credit; giving false information for the purposes of obtaining deferred examinations
or extension of deadlines; forging or falsifying McMaster University or McMaster Divinity College
documents.

Students are responsible for understanding what constitutes academic dishonesty. Please refer to the
Divinity College Statement on Academic Honesty at:
http://www.mcmasterdivinity.ca/programs/rules-regulations

A useful guide to avoiding plagiarism is the Harvard Guide to Using Sources:
http://usingsources.fas.harvard.edu/icb/icbh.do

In this course, we will be using a web-based service (Turnitin.com) for plagiarism detection and the
student’s continuation in the course represents his or her consent to the use of this service. If a student
has objections to the use of this service, alternate arrangements for assignment submission must be
made with the professor in advance of the assighnment deadlines.

A special note about Al: You are expected to do your own thinking and to write your own papers, etc.,
and not to have Al do this work for you. There may be value in using an Al tool to help you locate and
collate resources or to help you “tidy up” your English grammar, usage, and mechanics, especially if
English is not your native language. However, using Al to create content for you and then submitting that
content as if you created it is considered plagiarism (i.e., submitting work that is not one’s own as if it is
one’s own) and is a violation of the academic honesty policy.

STYLE

All stylistic considerations (including but not limited to questions of formatting, footnotes, and
bibliographic references) must conform to the latest edition of the McMaster Divinity College Style
Guidelines for Essays and Theses:
https://www.mcmasterdivinwity.ca/sites/default/files/documents/mdcstyleguide.pdf



http://www.mcmasterdivinity.ca/programs/rules-regulations
http://usingsources.fas.harvard.edu/icb/icb.do
https://www.mcmasterdivinwity.ca/sites/default/files/documents/mdcstyleguide.pdf

Land—James (Fall 2025) 15

Failure to observe appropriate form will result in grade reductions.

GENDER INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE

McMaster Divinity College uses inclusive language for human beings in worship services, student written
materials, and all its publications. It is expected that inclusive language will be used in chapel services and
all MDC assignments. In reference to biblical texts, the integrity of the original expressions and the names
of God should be respected, but you will need to use gender-inclusive language for humans, and you will
need to quote from a gender-inclusive version such as, for example, the following: NRSVue (2022),
TEV/GNB/GNT (1976), CEV (1995), NLT (1996), NIV (2011), and the CEB (2011).

AODA

In accordance with the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act (AODA), the content of this course
is intended to be accessible to all students who are enrolled in the course, including those with
disabilities. If a student requires accommodation to participate fully in this course, that student is to
contact SAS at McMaster University, who will then work directly with the McMaster Divinity College
Registrar to negotiate reasonably appropriate accommodation for the student. The MDC Registrar will
communicate with faculty regarding necessary accommodations. Please note that an accommodation is
not retroactive and must be requested in advance to allow sufficient time for implementation.

This syllabus is for information only and remains the property of the respective professor. This syllabus is
prepared with the best information available, but the professor reserves the right to change the content
and format of the course.
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